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PREFACE. 


X  HE  newfpapers  have  been  fo  exceed- 
w  ingly  deficient  in  their  account  of  the 
"^  very  important  debate  which  took  place 
^     in  the    Houfe   of  Lords  on   Tuefday  the 

CO 

"^     9th   inftant,   that  a  Gentleman  who  was 

prefent,     and    is    very    anxious   that    the 

Public   fhould    have   as    accurate   an    ac- 

o     count  as  pofiible   of   that   day's  proceed- 

^     ing?,    has   fent  the  following  account   to 

'■'     the  prefs,  in  which,   however,  he  is  con- 

o     fcious    that   he    has   not    done  juftlce   to 

any  one  of  the  noble  fpeakers* 


THE 


D     E     BATE 


IN     THE 


HOUSE     of     L  O  R  D  S,    &c. 


./tlT  half  paft  three  o'clock  on  Tuefday 
the  9th  of  December,  Mr.  Secretary  Fox 
brought  np  the  India  Bill  from  the  Houfc 
of  Commons ;  which  being  read  a  firft  time, 
the  Duke  of  Portland  moved  that  Monday 
next  be  fixed  for  the  fecond  reading  of  the 
J)ill. 

Lord  Thurlow  immediately  rofe  and  ob- 
fcrved  that  it  was  indeed  very  extraordinary 
|hat  even  the  common  forms  of  Parliament 

P  were 
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were  ncgle£led,  though  the  bill  then  be- 
fore their  LorcKhips  wasf  of  fuch  infinite 
magnitude.  By  the  order  of  their  I.orcU 
fhips'  proceedings,  the  Houfe  fhould  be  mo-, 
ved  for  leave  to  print  the  bill ;  and  Rfier 
that,  furely  the  fecond  reading  of  a  bill  of 
fo  much  importance  (hould  be  fixed  for  a 
diftant  day. 

Ear} Temple  concurred  in  opinion  with  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord  rr-The  noble  Duke 
his  Lordrt^ip  obferved,  had  moved  for  feve- 
ral  papers  to  be  laid  upon  t!ie  table  :  He 
w'ifhed  to  afk  the  noble  Duke  if  tbefe  were 
all    the  papers   which    his    brain    thought 

riecefl'ary  to  be  produced. His  Lordfliip 

added,  that  as  the  fubjcfl  was  of  the  firft 
importance,  affedling  the  chartered  rights 
of  Britifli  fubje(3s — affeding,  nay  tending 
totally  to  fubvert  the  conftitution  of  this 
country — He  hoped  their  Lordfhips  would 
not  proceed  but  upon  the  raoft  mature  de- 
liberation :  he  therefore  trufied  to  the  well- 
kow^n  candour  of  the  noble  Duke,  that  he 
would  not  oppofe  any  farther  motion  he 

might 
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hiight  make  for  the  proau<SlIon  of  fi:ch  pa- 
pers as  to  his  mind  feemed  neceflary  to  t\\6 
elucidation  of  fo  important  a  fubjecl.  His 
Lordfhip  declared,  that  he  had  meant  ori 
that  day  to  move  for  a  great  number 
of  records  and  papers  from  the  India 
Houfe;  but  not  having  the  lift  in  his 
pocket,  he  trufled  to  the  honour  and 
the  candour  of  the  noble  Duke  that  fuch 
a  motion  would  not  be  oppbfed  oh  a  fu- 
ture day. 

The  Duke  of  Portland  falt^,  he  was  tiot 
prepared  to  give  a  pofitive  anfwer  to  his 
Lordlhlp's  queftion.  To  his  mind  the  pa- 
pers already  on  their  Lordlhips'  table  were 
very  fufficient  to  evince  the  abfolute  necef- 
lity  for  adopting  the  prefent  meafurc  ;  at 
the  fame  time,  he  fliould  not  be  asrainft 
the  produftion  of  farther  evidence,  if  it 
fhould  appear  to  the  Houfe  to  be  neceflliry. 

Lord  Thurlow  obferved,  that  there  was 

a  very  great   degree  of  indecency    in  the 

mode  of  proceeding ;  that  the  fubjeft  was 

B  2  perhaps 
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perhaps  the  moft  important  that  had  ever* 
been  agitated  in  Parliament,  in  whatever 
light  it  was  taken.  In  the  firft  inftance  it  was 
a  moft  atrocious  violation  of  private  proper- 
ty— an  enquiry  which  cut  every  Engl ifh man 
to  the  bone;  and  which  could  only  bejuftified 
by  the  ftrongeft  neceifity.  The  neceffity, 
added  his  Lordfhip,  muft  be  fully  and  fair- 
ly proved  by  evidence  brought  to  the  Bar 
of  the  Houfe,  and  not  by  reports  from  a 
committee,  to  which  he  would  pay  as  much 
attention  as  he  would  to  the  adventures  of 
Robinfon  Crufoe,  In  the  next  place,  fup-» 
poling  the  neceffity  of  an  interference  to  be 
proved  beyond  the  power  of  cavil,  ftill,  his 
Lordfhip  contended,  that  the  prefent  bill 
neither  went  to  the  corredlion  of  any  exift- 
ing  evil,  to  the  prevention  of  evil  in  future, 
,  nor  to  the  relief  of  the  Company's  wants. 
It  was,  in  fa£t,  a  moft  direct  and  daring 
/  attack  upon  the  conftitution  of  this  country, 
and  was  a  fubverfion  of  the  iirft  principles 
of  the  Britifh  government.  When,  there- 
fore, fuch  a  bill  was  brought  forward,  it 
behoved  their  Lorddiips  to  be  very  accurate- 

ly 
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ly  Informed  of  the  real  ftate  of  the  Com- 
pany *s  affairs.  'I 

Lord  Loughborough  replied  to  Lord 
Thurlow,  His  Lordfhip  ftated,  that  the 
Charter  of  the  Eafl-India  Company  had 
been  violated  upon  former  occalions.  He 
particularly  inftanced  the  Regulating  A£t 
of  1773,  which  he  difapproved  beoiufe  it 
did  not  go  far  enough.  In  faft,  it  was  im- 
poffible  to  regulate  the  Company's  affairs  >/ 
without  an  infringement  of  their  Charter. 
Surely  their  Lordfhips  muft  all  agree  in 
the  propriety  of  fomething  being  done. 
Look  to  the  ftate  of  the  Company  in  Eng- 
land. It  owes  above  a  million  fterling  to 
Government ;  bills  have  been  drawn  from 
India  to  a  great  amount.  Let  us  cafu  our 
eyes  to  the  Company's  fettlements  abroad. 
What  fcenes  of  defolation  and  diftrefs  do 
we  behold  I — A  prince  has  been  driven  from  ^ 
his  palace — his  treafures  have  been  feized, 
and  he  is  now  a  fugitive  through  the  plains 
of  Indoftan.  Fertile  provinces  have  been  /\ 
laid  wafte;    wars    have  been  unneceiTarily 
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waged ;  and  though  we  have  concluded  a 
peace  with  the  Marattas,  yet  this,  in  fad, 
leads  us  to  a  new  war.  The  treaty  between 
the  Englilh  and  Marattas  having  for  its  ob- 
jeds  the  conqueil  and  partition  of  Tippoo 
Saib*s  donjinions,  may  involve  us  in  endlefs 
difputes.  In  (hort,  continued  his  Lordfhip^ 
wherever  I  turn  my  attention,!  find  very  fuf- 
ficient  reafons  for  giving  my  fupport  to  the 
prefent  bill,  from  the  confufedand  diftrefled 
Hate  of  the  Eaft-India  Company's  affairs. 

Lord  Thurlow  obferved,  that  the  noble 
and  learned  Lord  had  not  yet  given  any  fo- 
lutlon  to  his  difficulties.  I  alk  the  noble 
and  learned  Lord  if  he  can  reconcile  the 
principle  of  the  prefent  bill  to  the  principles 
of  the  Britiffi  conftitution,  admitting  even 
what  we  have  as  yet  not  the  fmallell  caufe 
to  admit,  that  the  neceflity  of  an  immediate 
interference  by  Parliament  is  apparent.  The 
noble  and  learned  Lord  fills  fo  high  an 
oflSce  in  two  of  his  Majefty*s  courts,  that  I 
Ihould  naturally  exped  to  fee  him  the  cham- 
pion of  our   glorious   cpnlVitution.     It  is 

not 
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not  fitting  that  fo  great  a  charaftcr  {hould 
meddle  in  the  dirty  pool  of  politics.  The 
prefent  bill  means  evidently  to  create  n 
power  which  is  unknown  to  the  conftitu- 
tion.  An  mperium  in  imperio; — but  as  I 
abhor  tyranny  in  all  its  fhapes,  1  fhall  op- 
pofe  molt  flrenuoufly  this  ftrange  attempt 
to  deftroy  the  true  balance  of  our  confti- 
tution.  The  prefent  bill  does  not  tend  to 
increafe  the  influence  of  the  Crown  ;  but 
it  tends  to  fet  up  a  power  in  the  kingdom 
which  may  be  ufed  in  oppofition  to  the 
Crown,  and  to  the  deftrudlion  of  the  li- 
berties of  the  people.  I  wifh  to  fee  the 
Crown  great  and  refpeclable ;  but  if  the 
prefent  bill  fhould  paf?,  it  will  be  no  longer 
worthy  of  a  man  of  honour  to  wear.  The 
King  will,  in  fadt,  take  the  diadem  from 
his  own  head,  and  place  it  on  the  head  of 
Mr.  Fox.  Your  Lordfliips  have  heard 
much  of  the  Ninth  Report'of  the  Seleft  Com- 
mittee. That  extraordinary  performance 
has  been  in  every  body's  hands. — 
The  ingenious  author  ftates,  that  "  The 
*?  Eail- India  Company  is  in  poflcffion  of  a 

"  vaft 
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**  vaft  empire,  with  fuch  a  boundlefs  pa« 
*'  tronage,  civil,  military,  marine,  com- 
"  mercial,  and  financial,  in  every  depart- 
"  ment  of  which  fuch  fortunes  have  beeq 
,*'  made  as  could  be  made  no  where  elfe." — 
This,  my  Lords,  is  the  true  defcription  of 
that  vaft  and  boundlefs  patronage,  which 
this  bill  means  to  throw  into  the  hands  of 
the  Minifter  of  the  prefent  day  ;  1  fpeak  the 
language  of  the  late  Marquis  of  Rocking- 
ham, for  whom  I  had  the  higheft  refpect 
and  regard,  and  to  whom  I  have  been  much 
obliged,  when  I  fay,  that  every  Minifter  of 
this  country  will  naturally  ftrengthen  his 
party  by  increafing  his  friends,  and  difpofing 
pf  every  office  of  honour  or  of  emolument 
araongft  thofe  who  vvill  fupport  his  mea- 
lurcss  with  this  explanation  of  the  fyftem 
on  which  the  prefent  Minifters  aft,  and 
indeed  in  which  all  Minifters  muft  aft,  let 
me  conjure  your  Lordfliips  to  weigh  well 
the  confequences  which  will  refult  to  the 
conftitiition  of  this  country,  fhould  the 
prefent  bill  pafs  into  a  law.  By  the  funda- 
pental  principles  of  this  conftitution,  the 

executive 
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executive  power  of  the  State  is  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  Crown.  We  have  heard  much, 
my  Lords,  of  late  years,  of  the  alarming 
increafe  of  the  influence  of  the  Crown,  I 
will  candidly  confefs  to  your  Lordihips, 
that  I  have  never  feen  the  influence  of  the 
Crown  too  great.  I  wifli  to  fee  the  Crown 
great  and  refpeftable ;  and  if  the  boundlefs 
patronage  of  the  Eafl:  mufl:  be  taken  from 
the  Company,  if  regulations  wifely  adopt- 
ed, and  fteadily  enforced,  will  not  be  fuf- 
ficient  to  remedy  exifl:ing  evils,  let  the 
boundlefs  patronage  of  the  Eaft  be  placed 
where  only,  with  fafety  to  the  conftitu- 
tion  of  this  country  it  can  be  placed ;  in 
the  hands  of  the  executive  government. 
In  the  laft  year  we  palled  an  a£l  to  prevent 
contraftors  from  fitting  in  Parliament  ;  but 
by  the  prefent  bill,  Mr,  Fox*s  contractors 
do  not  even  vacate  their  feats, — Such  is 
the  diftin£lion  between  the  Crown  and  a 
fubjeft. 

In  the  laft  year  we  pafled  an  ad  to  pre- 
vent Guftom-houfe  officers  from  voting  for 
C  mem- 
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members  of  Parliament,  fo  cautious  were 
we  to  prefer ve  the  purity  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  and  to  diminifh  the  influence  of 
the  Crown;  but  in  defiance  of  every  prin- 
ciple which  was  then  profefled,.  no  jealoufy 
is  exprefled  of  the  man  who  is  to  have  in 
his  pofleffion  the  boundlefs  patronage  of  the 
Eaft.  The  doftrine  advanced  by  the  noble 
and  learned  Lord,  is  indeed  extraordinary. 
He  tells  you  that  the  aft  of  1773,  ^^^  ^^ 
infringement  of  the  charter  of  the  Eaft 
India  Company,  but  that  his  obje<ftion  was, 
that  it  did  not  go  far  enough  ;  and  therefore 

he  would    totally    deftroy   the   charter 

The  noble  and  learned  Lord  will  recollect 
the  doftrlne  of  the  King's  Attorney-Gene- 
ral, Sir  Robert  Sawyer,  in  the  unconftitu- 
tional  and  infamous  reigu'  of  Charles  the 
lid.  as  detailed  to  us  in  that  minifterial 
Gazette,  that  receptacle  of  all  true  intelli- 
gence, Mr.  Woodfairs  paper.  Yet,  my 
Lords,  how  was  the  doftrine  of  Sir  Robert 
Sawyer  reprobated  by  the  Attorney-Gene-' 
ral  of  that  day  ?  The  charter  of  the  city  of 
London  was  taken  away,  not  becaufe  ac- 
cording 
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cording  to  Sir  Robert  Sawyer*s  opinion,  it 
was  for  their  good,  but  becaufe  the  court 
was  induced  to  declare  it  Ifad  been  forfeited. 
At  the  Revolution,  however,  it  was  refiored, 
and  the  ftrongeft  marks  of  abhorrence  were 
expreffed  at  fo  atrocious  a  deed,  perpetrated 
under  the  femblance  of  juftice.  But  be- 
fore the  Houfe  can  con  Oder  this  very  im- 
portant bill  on  that  ground,  to  which  every 
Englifliman  muft  naturally  objed  to  it,  that 
it  is  diredly  fubverfive  of  our  venerable 
conftitution;  and  on  that  ground  1  challenge 
the  noble  and  learned  Lord  to  meet  my  ar- 
gument fully  and  fairly,  it  will  be  neceflary 
to  confider  the  Teal  ftate  of  the  Eaft  India 
Company.  Let  us  not  be  milled  by  re- 
ports from  Committees  of  another  Hbufe,  to 
which,  1  again  repeat,  I  piy  as  much  at- 
tention as  I  would  do  to  the  hiftory  of  Ro- 
binfon  Crufoe.  Let  the  conduct  of  the 
Eaft  India  Company  be  fairly  and  fully  en- 
quired into ;  let  it  be  acquitted  or  condemned 
by  evidence  brought  to  the  Bar  of  the  Houfe. 
Without  entering  very  deep  into  the  ful> 
jed,  let  me  reply,  in  &  few  words,  to  an 
C  z  obfer* 
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obfervation  which  fell  from  a  noble  and  learn- 
ed Lord,  that  the  Company's  finances  are  dif* 
^  trefled,  and  that  they  owe,  at  this  moment,  a 
million  fterling  to  the  nation.  When  fuch  a 
charge  is  brought,    will  Parliament,  in  its 

,  juftlce,  forget  that  the  Company  is  reftri£l- 
ed  from  employing  that  credit,  which  its 
great  and  flourifhing  iitiiation  gives  to  it? 
Will  Parliament,  in  its  juftice,  forget  that 

^  all  the  bill-holders  of  the  Company  are 
willing  to  extend  the  period  of  payment  ? 
Will  Parliament,  in  its  juftice,  forget  that 
fo  high  is  the  credit  of  this  Company,  that 
if  the  reftridions  were  taken  off  to-morrow 
morning,  every  demand  due  to  the  State 
would  be  dlfcharged  ?  Will  Parliament, 
in  its  juftice,  forget  that  not  all  the  wifdom 
of  his  Majefty's  councils,  nor  the  united 
wifdom  of  this  country,  has  prevented  us 
from  being  involved  in  a  long,  a  dangerous, 
and  an  expenlive  war  ?  Will  Parliament, 
in  its  juftice,  forget,  that  though  we  have 
met  with  lofs,  misfortune,  and  difgrace,  in 
every  other  quarter  of  the  globe,  this  delin- 
cjuent  Eaft  India  Company  has  furmounted 

the 
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the  moft  aftonifli'ing  difficulties  in  India? 
Will  the  juftice  of  Parliament  forget,  that 
when  peace  was  at  laft  reftored  to  this  un- 
fortunate country,  the  conquefts  of  this  de- 
linquent Company  were  given  up  to  pre- 
vent farther  facrifices  in  the  Weft  ?  Will 
Parliament,  in  its  juftice,  forget  that  this 
delinquent  Company,  by  the  additional  ex- 
pence  of  freight,  or  captures  at  fea,  has  fuf-  / 
tained  a  lofs  of  two  millions,  feven  hundred 
thoufand  pounds,  in  confequence  of  our  na- 
tional war?  Will  Parliament,  in  its  juftice, 
forget,  that  when  this  country  has  encreafed 
its  debt  above  one  hundred  millions  fterling, 
this  delinquent  Company  wants  but  a  little 
time  to  pay  all  it  owes  to  the  Exchequer, 
or  privilege  to  ufe  its  flowing  credit  ?  Will 
Parliament,  in  its  juftice  forget  that  at  a 
former  period,  when  its  commerce  was  cir- 
cumfcribed,  when  it  had  not  an  empire  to 
fupport,  this  delinquent  Company  was  al- 
lowed to  iflhe  bonds  to  the  amount  of  three 
millions  fterling,  though  now  limited,  at 
the  clofe  of  an  extenfive  and  calamitous 
war,  to  the  fura  of  fifteen  hundred  thoufand 

pounds  ? 
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pounds  ?  Thefe  are  clrcumftances  whieh 
muft  be  recollcfted,  when  we  mean  to  vio- 
late private  property — an  injury  which  muft 
cut  every  Englifhman  to  the  bone,  and  which 
nothing  but  the  ftrongeft  neceffity,  fully 
and  fairly  proved,  can  ever  juftify.  The 
noble  and  learned  Lord  has  mentioned  the 
depopulation  of  fertile  provinces  in  India, 
the  expulfion  of  a  king  from  his  palace, 
and  the  cruelties  exercifed  upon  an  old  wo- 
man. Thefe,  my  Lords,  are  founding 
words,  but  I  call  upon  the  noble  and 
y\  learned  Lord  to  prove  the  fads.  —  It 
IS  fomething  Angular,  that  when  the 
character  of  Mr.  Haftings  is  thus  held  up 
to  public  deteftation,  his  name  fhould  be 
cautioufly  fupprefled.  Whence,  my  Lords, 
this  remarkable  degfee  of  delicacy  towards 
Mr.  Haftings  ?  If  he  is  a  defolator  of  pro- 
vinces ;  if  he  is  a  plunderer,  and  an  enemy 
to  the  human  race,  let  him  be  puniflied  for 
./  his  crimes,  but  let  the  fads  be  proved.  The 
V  little,  low,  dirty  attempts  of  malice  and 
fadion,  which  have  long  been  employed  to 
deftroy  the  charader  of  that  great  man  (as 
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I  think  him)  can  have  no  weight  with  your 
Lord  (hips.  How  induftrioufly,  my  Lords, 
has  every  tranfaftion  of  Mr,  Haftings*2 
long  government,  that  could  tend  to  cri- 
minate him,  been  circulated  ?  The  reports 
of  a  Committee  have  been  fold  as  pam- 
phlets. The  ingenuity  of  fome  men,  the  in- 
duftry  and  the  warm  imagination  of  others, 
have  been  long  employed  to  fully  the  well 
earned  reputation  of  Mr.  Haftings.  To 
my  mind,  my  Lords,  Mr.  Haftings  is  one  / 
of  the  moft  extraordinary  characters  that  ^ 
this  country  has  ever  produced.  He  has 
ferved  the  Eaft-lndia  Company  thirty  three 
years  in  the  moft  important  iituations, 
twelve  years  as  Governor,  or  Governor- 
General  of  Bengal.  He  is  a  man,  my 
Lords,  whofe  integrity,  whofe  honour, 
whofe  firmnefs  of  mind,  and  whofe  perfe- 
verance,  are  not  only  very  generally  ac-  V' 
knowledged  in  this  kingdom,  and  in  Aiia, 
but  throughout  the  continent  of  Europe. 
He  is  a  man,  my  Lords,  who  poflefles  a 
moft  extenfive  knowledge  of  the  languages, 
the  politics,  the  cuftoms,  and  the  revenues 

of 
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of  Hindoftan.     He  is  a  man,  my  Lords, 
who    infufed   the   fpirit    which    animated 
his  own   mind,   and   rofe  fuperior  to  the 
aftoniihing  difficulties  he  had  to  encounter 
into  the  breads  of  our  brave  and  intrepid 
countrymen,    who  have  fo   nobly    diftin- 
guifhed  themfelves  in  Alia.     Mr.  Haftings 
is  a  man,  my  Lords,  who  has  re-eftablifhed 
peace  in  India,   who  furnifhed  refources  for 
the  war  while  it  lafted,  by  an  increafe  of 
revenue  in  Bengal,  and  has  preferved  the 
provinces  under  his  more  immediate  con- 
trol in  peace  and  tranquillity.     Mr.  Haf- 
tings is  a  man,  my  Lords,  who  has  held  a 
bold  and  confiftent  language  throughout. 
When  the  Government  of  this  country  fent 
three  men  to  thwart  and  to  oppofe  all  his 
meafures,  he  defired  either  to  be  recalled  or 
confirmed.     Would  to  God  thofe  men  had 
never  arrived  there.     When  I  confider  the 
fcene  of  confufion  thatenfued,  the  factious, 
perfonal,  and  party  fpirit,  by   which  they 
were  a£luated  from  the  very  hour  of  their 
landing,  1  am  aftonlfhed  that  Mr.  Haftings 
has  been  able  to  furmount  fo  arduous  a  trial. 

What 
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What  have  been  the  means,  my  Lords,  to 
which  Mr.  Haftings  has  had  recoiirfe  to  pre- 
ferve  his  power  ?  Has  he  employed  the  low 
and  dirty  arts  of  intrigue,  which  have  here- 
tofore been  practifed  ? 

No,  my  Lords,  he  has  been  fupported  by 
the  voice  of  the  public — by  great  and  me- 
ritorious a£lions !  This  being  my  opinion 
of  Mr.-Haftifigs,  I  fhall  fupport  him  until 
evidence  of  his  delinquency  fhall  be  produ- 
ced. Whence,  my  Lords,  this  extreme  de- 
fire  to  avoid  a  full  and  pure  difcuffion  of 
this  qucftion  ?  I  again  jepeat  it ;  if  Mr, 
Haftings  is  guilty,  recall  him,  punifh  him  ; 
but  do  not,  my  Lords,  let  us  be  deluded 
by:  .tales  fabricated  for  the  purpofe  of  the 
hour,  and  circulated  with  a  degree  of  in- 
duftry  which  difgraces  the  honour  and  dig- 
nity of  the  Britifli  nation.  I  cannot  help 
adding,  my  Lords,  that  to  my  mind  the 
late  difpatches  from  India  contain  fuch  con- 
vincing proofs,  of  the  vigour  of  our  Go- 
vernment in  Bengal,  of  the  regulations 
formed  for- the  coUeftion  of  the  revenues, 
*     •    .  D  and 
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and  the  adhilniftration  of  jufllce  throiighdut' 
the  provinces,  added  to  the  oeconomical  ar- 
rangements formed  in  the  civil  and  military 
departments,  that  I  do  believe  it  will  not  be 
in  the  power  of  any  clerk  in  office,  tkat 
Mr.  Fox's  Diredors  may  fend  out,  to  throw 
Bengal  into  confufion  again  in  lefs  than  two 
or  three  years. 

Lord  Townfliend  then  obferved,  that 
the  queftion  then  before  their  Lordlhips 
was  undoubtedly  of  the  utmoft  impor- 
tance. The  meafure  was  bold  and  rapid; 
for  his  part,  his  Lordfhip  faid,  he  loved 
bold  and  rapid  meafures,  when  the  necef- 
lity  for  fuch  meafure  was  evident.  He 
conjured  their  Lordfhips  to  confider  the 
ftate  of  the  Eaft-India  Company's  affairs 
both  at  home  and  abroad,  and  that  they 
would  refift  every  attempt  to  create  an  un- 
neceflkry  delay. 

Lord  Temple  obferved,  that  he  did  not 
mean  to  protrad  or  to  delay  the  confidera- 

tion 
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tidn  of  the  prefent  bill :  he  trufted,  indeed, 
that  a  bill  fo  dangerous  in  its  principle,  fo 
fubveriive  of  the  conftitution,  could  never 
pafs  that  Houfe.  The  papers  his  Lord- 
{hip  meant  to  move  for,  were  abfolutely 
neceflary,  provided  the  bill  was  to  come 
under  their  Lordfhips'  confideration.  r 

-Lord  Townfliend  rofe  to  difavow  any 
refleftion  upon  the  laft  noble  fpeaker,  in 
what  he  had  faid. 

The  Earl  of  Derby  exprefled  his  perfeft 
acquiefcence  in  the  opinion  of  the  noble 
Lord  (Thurlow :)  his  Lordfhip  faid,  it 
would  be  impoflible  to  determine  upon  the 
juftice  and  injuftice  of  the  prefent  meafure, 
without  going  very  fully  into  the  conduct 
of  the  Company,  and  its  chief  fervant, 
Mr.  Haftings.  This,  his  Lordfhip  pledged 
bimfelf  to  the  Houfe,  he  would  do  on  a 
future  day. 

Lord  Loughborough  then  rofe  arid  ob- 

ferved,  that  as  there  was,  in  fa6t,  no  quef- 
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tlon  before  the  Houfe,  he  miift  apologize 
to  their  Lordfhips  for  taking  up  a  few 
ininutes  of  their  time,  in  reply  to  what 
fell  from  the  noble  and  learned  Lord.  With 
refpedb  to  what  the  learned  Lord  had  faid 
of  Mr.  Haflings,  ht'  begged  to  obferve, 
that  he  meant  neithef  to  difpute  nor  to 
cement  the  very  warm  eulogium  he  had 
pafled  upon  that  gentleman.  Indeed  he 
thought  the  merits  or  dements  of  Mr.  Hal^ 
tings,  made  no  part  of  the  prefent  bufinefs: 
it  was  a  defedive  fyjftem  that  he  wiftied  to 
eorre^t;  and  Mr.  Haftings  himfelf  had 
complained  that  the  prefent  fyftem  was  de- 
fedive.  His  Lordftiip  declared,  that  he 
wifhed,  therefore,  to  put  Mr.  Haftings  en- 
tirely out  of  the  queftion  in  the  difcuffiott 
of  the  prefent  bufmefs.  He  trufted  the 
learned  Lord  would  thank  him  for  giving 
him  an  opportunity  of  explaining  a  very 
harfh  exprelfion  which  he  had  ufed.  The 
late  Sir  John  Clavering  and  Colonel  Mon- 
fon  were  men  of  as  ftrid:  integrity,  and  as 
high  a  fenfe  of  their  honour,  as  this  coun- 
try bad  ever  produced.     They  had  facri- 

ficed 
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ficed  their  lives  in  the  public  fervice ;  and, 
Purely,  'wfcen  their  names  were  mentioned, 
it  fhoul'd  only  be  with  that  degree  of  rc- 
fpe<!il. which  is  due  to  their  great  andexal- 
ted  characters.  With  refpeft  to  the  gentle- 
man (Mr.  Francis)  who  had  returned  to 
this  country,  he  believed  his  abiliti-es  were 
imiverfally  allowed  ;  ilbr  had  his  Lordfliip 
ever  heard  the  fmalleft'  reflection  caft  upon 
his  integrity,  Or  honourable  condudl,  frorii 
the  time  he  went  abroad  until  he  returned, 
Thefe  three  gentlemen' were  fent  to  Bengal; 
Mr.  Haftings  and  Mr.  Barwcll,  who  then 
itood  high  in  the  opinion  of  his  Majefty's 
Minifters,  were  a'flbciated  with  them  in  the 
government,  becaule  it  was  •  neceflary  that 
fome  of  the  old  fervants  of  the  Company 
fhould  have  a  (hare  in  the  adminiftration  of 
their  affarrs.  Difputes  unfortunately  broke 
<ju^^'  and  from  a  variety  6f  caufes,  needlefs 
now  to  relate,  though  both  parties  certainly 
called  for  a  deciiive  determination  on  the 
fubjeft  of  thofe  difputes,  none  were  ever 
fent.  This,  however,  his  Lordfhip  ob- 
ferved,  is  foreign  to  the  fubjedt  before  the 

Houfe, 


Houfe.  With  refped  to  the  produdlon  of 
farther  papers,  the  neceffity  did  not  then 
ilrike  him.  His  Lordfhip  faid,  that  the 
bulinefs  of  India,  for  the  laft  ten  years, 
was  as  well  known  as  the  campaigns  of  the 
Duke  of  Marlborough.  Every  bookfeller's 
(hop  was  full  of  India  tra(3;s;  and  the  Houfe 
was  certainly  as  competent  to  judge  now, 
as  they  could  be  ten  months  hence,  of  the 
propriety  or  impropriety  of  the  prefent 
bill.  With  refpedl  to  the  doftrine  adopted 
by  Sir  Robert  Sawyer,  in  the  reign  of 
Charles  the  Second,  he  could  alfure  the 
learned  Lord,  that  he  entertained  as  ftrong 
fentiments  of  abhorrence  for  fuch  a  doc- 
trine, , as  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  could 
do. 

Lord  Thurlow.  I  am  much  obliged  to 
the  noble  and  learned  Lord  for  the  oppor- 
tunity he  has  given  me  for  retracing  an 
hafty  and  intemperate  expreffion.  1  do 
not,  however,  feel  myfelf  at  all  inclined 
to .  retraft  it :  your  Lordfliips  know  per- 
fedly  well,  that  I  was  not  fpeaking  of  the 

gentle- 


gentlemen  who  are  deceafed  as  private  cha- 
racters.    In  that  view  I  go  along  with  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord  moft  fincerely ;  but 
fpeaking  of  them  as  public  men,  I  fay  their 
arrival  in  India  was  a  public  misfortune, 
and  would  to  God  they  had  not  arrived 
there !  If  I  wanted  a  convincing  proof  of 
the  juftice    of  my  former  fentiments,  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord  has  given  me  one. 
He  tells  your  Lord(hips  that  thefe  gentle- 
men were   fent  to   India ;   and  that  Mr.  * 
Haftings  and  Mr.  Bar  well  were  aflbclated 
with  them,   becaufe  it  was  neceflary  to  em- 
ploy   fome  perfons   of    experience  in   the 
Company's  affairs,      Thefe   three   gentle- 
men,   by   the    learned   Lord's    confeffion, 
went  out  as  a  party  from  this  country ;  and 
as  a  party  they  a£led,  from  the  very  day, 
from  the  very  hour  of  their  landing  in 
Bengal.     It  is  the  confequences   which  re- 
fulted  from  a  fyftematic  oppofition  to  the . 
government  of  Mr.  Haftings  that  I  deplore.^ 
It  was    that  fyftematic  oppofition   which 
has  prevented  this  country  from  benefiting,  ■ 
as  it  would  otherwife  have  done,  by  the 
J .     ..:;  great 
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great  and  fplendid  talents  of  Mr.  Haftlngs ; 
and  I  am  aftonifhed  how  the  fuperior  mind 
even  of  that  great  man,   has  been  able  to 
bear   up    againft   the  attempts   of  malice, 
party,   and  fadlion,  fo  induftrioufly.  eicited 
to  difgrace  him  for  the  laft  eight  years,  of 
bis  life.     The  noble  and  learned  .Lord  de- 
clares, that  the  merits  and  demerits  of  Mr.: 
Haftings  are  not  to  be  included  in  the  difm 
cuffion  of  the  prefent  bill.      Good  God/ 
my  Lords,    what  language  is   this  ?   The 
learned  Lord  defcribed  the  confequcnces  of 
various  a^s,  of  which  Mr.  Haftings  is  faid 
to  be  the  author ;  and  (hall  we  fhrink  from, 
or  blink  the  fair  queftion  ?  Let  Mr.  HaCi 
tings  rife   or  fall  by  his  merits :  it  is  ira- 
poffible.  to  avoid   a  full   difcuflion  of  his 
condudt,  and  of  the  Company's  manage-.; 
raent.     Has  it  yet  been  proved,  my  Lords, 
that   diforders  of  an  alarming  magnitude 
prevail  in  India  r  The  Eaft-India  Company 
declare,   that  by   the  exertions  of  their  fer- 
vants  abroad,  and  their  Diredtors  at  home, 
they  have  repelled  the  efforts  of  all  their 
enemies  to  fubdue  them ;  and  that  the  cala- 
mities, 
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mlties  which  have  happened,  ililfortuiiJlte 
and  diftreffing  as  they  are  undoubtedly,  are 
infeparable  from  a  ftate  of  war.  Shall  we^ 
my  Lords,  be  borne  down  by  the  tide  of 
faction,  party,  or  felf-intereft  ?  Let  us 
firft  prove  the  extent  of  the  evil,  and  then 
it  will  be  time  enough  to  confider  the  na- 
ture of  the  mode  propofed  for  the  preven- 
tion of  fuch  an  evil  in  future.  I  will  not 
do  fo  great  an  injuftice  to  the  charader  of 
the  noble  Duke,  as  to  fuppofe,  for  a  mo- 
ment, that  his  Grace  is  capable  of  adopting 
that  line  of  conduct  now,  which  he  fo  fe- 
verely  reprobated  in  Minifters  on  a  former 
occafion.  The  noble  Duke  will,  doubt- 
lefs,  be  defirous  of  tranfmitting  his  name 
with  honour  to  pofterity ;  and  whatever 
may  be  the  opinion  of  other  noble  Lords, 
his  Grace,  I  am  fure,  will  co-operate  cor- 
dially in  giving  the  prefent  fubjcdl  a  full,  a 
liberal,  and  a  free  difcuffion. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond,  in  very  fevere 
and  pointed  terms,  condemned  the  prefent 
bill.  His  Grace  contended  that  it  was  the 
.i.     '  E  unhappy 
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imliappy  interference  of  Mlnifters  which 
had  produced  the  prefent  mifchlefs.  The 
Company,  when  left  to  itfelf,  was  great 
and  flonrifhing ;  and  the  advice  he  former- 
ly gave  regarding  the  curfed  American  war, 
he  would  give  upon  the  prefent  meafure  — • 
Begin  by  undoing  all  you  have  done,  and 
leave  -the  Company  to  themfelves.  His 
Grace  then  lamented  the  fatal  Coalition 
which  had  taken  place  fome  months  ago  — ' 
To  that  he  attributed  the  prefent  unconfti- 
tutional  meafure—  That  baneful  Coalition, 
he  faid,  had  induced  many  very  worthy 
men  to  believe  that  there  was  not  a  grain 
of  public  virtue  in  the  nation ;  and  furely 
the  prefent  meafure  would  tend  moft  ftrong- 
ly  to  confirm  that  opinion.  His  Grace  then 
adverted  to  the  line  which  the  Duke  of 
Portland  had  taken  in  lyy^,  when  a  mea- 
fure of  a  very  inferior  degree  of  atrocity 
indeed  was  propofed  by  the  Minifters  of 
that  day.  How  was  it  poffible  he  could  fup- 
port  fuch  a  meafure  without  a  facrifice  of 
every  principle  he  had  formerly  profefled  ? 
One  of  thefe  three  confequences  mufl  refult, 

as 
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as  his  Grace  obferved,  from  the  unnatural 
Coalition  —  The  Duke  of  Portland  muft 
give  up  his  principles  to  Lord  North,  or 
Lord  North  muft  yield  his  to  the  Duke  of 
Portland,  or  both  muft  facrifice  their  prin- 
ciples to  their  intereft.  His  Grace  profef- 
fed  his  high  opinion  of  the  honour  of  the 
Duke  of  Portland ;  but  he  had  been  mifled 
and  deceived  by  his  hireling  dependants, 
otherwife  it  was  impoffible  he  could  now 
fupport  a  fyftetn  Vvblch  he  had  formerly 
condemned  in  fuch  ftrong  terms. 

The  Duke  of  Portland  rofe,  and,   with       J 
warmth  and  energy,   denied  that  he  had 
changed  his  principles ;   he   ftill  adhered  to 
them,  and  fubfcribed  moft  heartily  to  the 
fentiments   of  the  protefts  which   he   had 
iignc-d  in    1773-     Circumftances  however       V 
had  changed  —  and  the  prefent  bill  was  ne- 
cefl'ary,    in    order    to   fave  the  Eaft- India        V 
Company  and  the  nation  from  ruin -^  Such 
was  the  lituation   of   the  Company,    that 
fomething  muft  be  done.     He  defired   the 
jioble  Duke,   before  he  made  fuch  reflect 
E  2  tions 


t      28      ] 

tions  on  his  condu<^,  to  confider  ferioiifly 
the  ftate  of  the  country  at  the  time  the 
Coalition  took  place  —  What  would  have 
been  the  confequence  if  that  event  had  not 
been  brought  about,  no  man  would  ven- 
ture to  fay. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  again  rofe,  to 
reply  to  the  obfervations  of  the  noble  Duke. 
He  totally  denied  the  exiftenceof  fuch  a  ne- 
ceffity  now,  or,  indeed,  that  fuch  a  necef- 
J  iity  fhould  ever  exift,  as  would  compel  the 
Legiflature  of  this  country  to  deftroy  the 
Tights  of  their  fellow  fubjefts  without  even 
an  enquiry.  He  lamented  that  his  Grace 
had  fo  entirely  changed  his  principles. 
The  Duke  then  read  from  a  paper,  the  fe- 
'  veral  motions  which  had  been  made  for  pa- 
pers by  his  Grace  in  the  year  1773;  and 
he  proved  that  his  Grace  now  held  that 
language  which  he  had  formerly  condemn- 
ed. A  perufal  of  the  proteft  which  the 
Duke  of  Portland  had  formerly  figned,  was 
a  pledge  to  pofterily  of  his  principles.  If 
he  now  altered  his  opinion,  pofterity  would 

judge 
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judge  of  the  motives  for  fnch  a  condiK^t, 
The  Duke  of  Richmond  faid  he  gloried  in 
having  figned  that  protcft :  he  faid  he 
.  fhould  a6l  with  conlifiency  on  this,  and,  he 
hoped,  on  every  other  occaiion.  The  bane- 
ful fyftem  which  he  had  reprobated  in  1 775, 
he  fhould  firmly  oppofe  in  1783.  For  his 
part,  he  neither  wifhed  the  Crown  nor  the 
•Minifter  to  poffefs  the  boundlefs  patronage 
of  the  Eaft  :  but  of  this  he  was  fure,  that 
the  prefent  bill  militated  againft  every  princi-  ^ 
pie  of  the  Conftitution.  The  arguments 
•adduced,  both  within  doors  and  without,  to 
juftify  the  meafure,  were  indeed  moft  cu- 
rious ;  becaufe  Lord  North  very  unjulli- 
liably  enjoyed  a  fmall  part  of  the  patronage 
of  the  Eaft  in  fecret,  we  will  therefore  give 
the  Minifter  the  whole  in  the  face  of  day. 
His  Grace  then  went  fully  into  I^ord  1 
North's  management  of  the  Eaft -India  j  / 
Company,  through  his  fecretary,  Mr.  Ro-  | 
binfon :  he  faid.  Lord  North  had  nomi-  * 
nated  Directors  in  many  inftanccs,  and  all 
the  evil  that  had  happened  was  owing  to 
his  interference  —  That  ui)happy  man,  con- 
tinued 
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tiniied  his  Grace,  was  furely  born  to  be  the 
,'  ruin  of  this  country — To  him  we  owe 

the  American  warj^rrTo  him  we  owe  the 
misfortunes  of  the  Eaft-India  Company  — » 
That  Company  was  great  and  flourifhing 
in  i773>  when  its  conftitution  was  broke 
in  upon  —  From  that  time  the  Minifter  is 
refponfible  for  all  that  has  happened.  Ad- 
mitting, with  the  learned  Lord,  (Lough- 
borough) that  Mr,  Haftings  has  been  cul- 
pable, how  often  and  how  earneftly  has  he 
called  upon  Lord  North  to  remove  him, 
if  he  difapproved  of  his  condu^  ?  Admit- 
ting, on  the  other  hand,  that  Mr.  Haf- 
tings, under  every  obftru<^ion,  has  faved 
India,  and  that  there  is  a  fair  profpe£l  of 
peace  and  tranquillity  in  our  pofleiiions.  —r 
Lord  North  is  refponfible  for  not  having 
decided  between  the  contending  parties ;  fo 
that  in  whatever  light  the  fubject  is  viewed, 
it  is  to  a  want  of  vigour  and  refolution  in 
yj  the  late  Minifter,  and  to  a  deiire  of  acqui- 
ring patronage  without  refponlibility,  that 
the  misfortunes  in  India  have  been  owing, 
7he  only  remedy,  his  Grace  added,  which 

promifes 
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Jifomlfes  to  be  fuccefsful,  is,  to  free  the 
Company  from  the  vexatious  interference 
of  Minifters  —  To  prevent  their  relations 
6r  their  dependants  from  getting  to  India, 
and  they  will  foon  extricate  themielves  from 
all  their  difficulties. 

The  Earl  of  Carlifle  earneftly  prefled 
their  Lordfhips  to  proceed  on  the  import 
tant  bufinefs  of  India,  with  as  much  fpeed 
as  poffible.  He  defcribed  the  diftrefs  of 
the  Company  at  home,  and  the  confufion 
that  reigned  abroad,  nearly  in  the  fame 
terms  with  Lord  Loughborough ;  and  he 
exprefled  his  firm  convidlon,  that  nothing 
but  the  interpofition  of  Parliament  could 
prevent  this  country  from  being  deeply  in* 
volved  In  the  ruin  of  the  Eaft^India  Com- 
pany. 

Lord  Sydney  profefled  his  entire  dlf- 
approbation  of  the  principle  of  the  bill* 
It  went,  his  Lordfliip  faid,  to  the  erec- 
tion of  an  influence  more  dangerous  than 
the  influence  of  the  Crown,    and  was  di- 
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redly  fubverfive  of  the  conftltution.      His 
Lordfiilp  then  adverted  to  a  very  extraor- 
dinary language  that  had  been  uttered,  that 
this  bill  had  pafled  the  Lower  Hoiife  by  a 
"very,  great  majority,  and  therefore  it  came 
with  additional  ftrength  to  their  Lordfhips. 
He  had  fpent  the  greateft  part  of  his  life 
in   the  Lower  Houfe,  and  no  man   held 
that  Houfe  in  greater  refpe(£l  than  he  did ; 
but  he  begged  their  Lordfhips  to  recolledl, 
that  meafures  which,  in  their  confequences, 
had   ruined    this  nation,   were   carried  by 
a   ftill  greater  majority  than   the  prefent. 
He  alluded  to-  the  progreffive  fteps  taken 
in  fupport  of  the  curfed  American  war  for 
two  years  and  upwards.     After    dwelling 
upon  this  for  fome  time,   with  great  force 
of  argument,    his  Lordfhip  intreated    the 
Houfe  not  to  be  led  away  by  majorities  in 
another  Houfe,  but  to  determine   on  the 
only  ground   on  which   a  meafure  could 
fureiy  be  determined  upon,  its  merits  or 
demerits. 


Lord 
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Lord  Abingdon  fpokc  next,  in  a  ftile  of 
great  warmth :  he  faid  the  bill  dcferved 
every  injurious  epithet  he  could  bellow 
upon  it ;  that  it  was  not  only  founded  in 
injuflice,  and  a  public  robbery,  but  a  trea- 
fonable  bill,  and  whoever  fupported  fuch  a 
bill,  was  guilty  of  treafon  to  the  conftitu- 
tion.  His  Lordfliip  was  proceeding,  when 
JLord  Townfhend  called  him  to  order. 
Lord  Abingdon  contented  himfelf  with  de- 
claring he  was  not  diforderly  ;  and  that  if 
he  was  again  called  to  order,  he  would 
move  to  read  the  proteft  figned  by  the 
Puke  of  Portland  in  '^']'/'^' 

Earl  Temple  then  moved  for  leave  to 
prefent  a  petition  from  the  Eafl  India  Com- 
pany. The  petition  was  brought  up  and 
read ;  and  the  Houfe  adjourned  about  half 
jm  hour  after  eight  o'clo(pk. 

Monday,    December    15, 

About  three  o'clock  the  Earl  of  Abing- 
don rofe,  and  obferved  that  if  the  atten- 
F  dance 
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.dance  of  their  Lordfiiips  had  been  thea 
more  numerous,*  he  fhou'ld  'have  fubmitted 
to  their  confideration  fom£  remarks.and'fub- 
fequent  propbfitionS  i-elativc  to  the  Eaft-In* 
diabilli  and. other  points  of  great  impor- 
tance; but  he  rn^ift  beg  leare  to  defer  thefe 
rmti]  the  houfe  fliould  become  more  filled.  '' 

Many  Peers  entering    foon    afterwards^ 
the    Earl  of   Abingdon   tqfe   again,    and 


f 


My  Lord§,  the  moment  being  now  arri- 
ved whei>  we  are  called  upon,  not  only  by 
the  voice  of  the  nation,  but  by  the  peculiar 
chara61eriftic  of  this  Houfe,  the  feelings  of 
our  own  honour,  to  exercife  that  function 
which  the  Conflitution  of  the  country  hath 
placed  in  us ;  I  mean,  my  Lords,  that  of 
holding  between  the  King  and  people  the 
balance  of  the  State  in  the  fcale  of  its  gor 
yernment ;  or>.  as  Charles  the  Firfl  ufed  to 
exprefs  it,  **  of  bei"g  that  excellent  fcreeii 
between  the  Prince  and  the  people,  to  affifl 
each  againfl  the  enproachments  of  the  other/' 

^"'  „; '  ■■■■■■  h 
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it  IS  therefore  that  I  rife,  and  before  anjr 
bther  proceedings  are  had  upon  the  bill  that 
is  now  before  u$,  for  "  vefting  the  affairs 
of  the  Eaft-India  Company  in  the  hands 
of  certain  Dircdoi's,"  to  trouble  your  Lord- 
fliips  with  a  very  few  word?,  as  introduc- 
tory td  a  motion  which  I  mean  to  have 
the  honour  of  fubmitting  to  your  Lord- 
ihips*  confideration. 

My  Lords,  the  bill  before  us,  "  fof 
"  vefting  the  affairs  of  the  Eaft-India  Com- 
"  pany  in  the  hands  of  certain  Diredors," 
is,  in  a  threefold  manner,  now  mider  the 
contemplation  of  this  Houfe;  and  it  is  fo, 
my  Lords,  firft,  in  addrefs  and  appeal  to 
us  in  our  legiflative  capacities,  in  commort 
with  the  two  otlicr  branches  of  the  legif- 
lature. 

Secondly,  in  addrefs  and  appeal  to  us  as 
the  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature,  or  der- 
tiier  refort  of  juftice,  diftintl  from  the  two^ 
other  branches  of  the  legiflature,  and  ap-* 
pertaining  to  ourfelves. 

F  i  And^ 
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And,  thirdly,  my  Lords,  in  that  caps* 
city,  in  that  peculiar  and  diftinguifhed  ca-* 
pacity  to  which  I  have  juft  alluded,  thft 
capacity  of  being  the  mediator  between  the 
King  and  the  people,  and  of  rendering- juf- 
tice  to  both,  by  oppoling  as  well  the  en* 
croachments  of  the  Crown  upon  the  liber- 
ties of  the  fubjeft,  as  the  encroachments 
of  the  fubje6l  upon  the  juft  prerogative  of 
the  Crown. 

Of  the  two  former,  my  Lords,  our  le* 
giflative  and  judiciary  capacities,  and  ouf 
duties  therein  upon  this  occafion,  I  fhall 
not  now  take  up  any  of  your  Lordfhips* 
time,  nor,  I  truft,  fhall  I  have  any  future 
occafion  to  do  fo ;  but  it  is  to  the  third, 
our  mediation  between  the  Crown  and  its 
fubjefts,  grounded  upon  the  prefent  necet- 
iity  of  our  interference^  that  at  this  mo- 
ment leads  me  to  call  for  your  Lordfhips* 
attention. 

Of  the  bill,  my  Lords,  of  whkh  I  have 
fpoken,   your  Lordfhips  having  read  it,  it 

is 


\s  Uiiiieceflary  for  mc  to  enter  into  the  de- 
tail of  its  particulars ;  indeed  it  is  not  the 
time  for  me  to  do  fo,  and  I  muft  agaiii 
hope,  that  that  time  will  never  arrive. 
But  it  is  to  its  principle  that  I  am  now  t6 
look;  and,  in  fo  doing,  enough  and  enough 
remains  to  occupy  the  deepeft  and  moft  fo- 
lemn  refle<^ions  of  this  Houfe;  for,  in  this 
view  of  the  bill,  what  is  it  that  your  Lord* 
(hips  have  to  fee,  but  a  bill  that  has  for  its 
fubjed-matter,  proportions  as  fatal  to  the 
juft  prerogative  of  the  Crown,  by  their 
adoption,  as  by  their  effe£ls  they  will  be 
found  ruinous  to,  and  fubverfive  of  the 
rights,  liberties,  and  properties  of  the  fub- 
je€l»  Propofitions,  as  unique  in  them- 
felves,  as  they  are  immatehed  in  the  annals 
of  our  hiftory*  Propofitions,  big  with 
ambition,  with  ambition  no  iefs  violent 
than  that  which  filled  the  mind  of  Crom- 
well, and  brought  the  head  of  Charles  the 
Firft  to  the  block.  No  Iefs  violent  did  I 
fay,  my  Lords?  Ten  times  more  violent, 
more  daring,  more  enterprifing !  For,  in 
the  cafe  of  that  Cromwell,   he  had  fome 

ground 
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gr(5und  te  ftand  upon,  he  had  arguments 
to  offer,  he  had  reafons  to  affign,  he  hadj 
at  leaft,  thar  plea  of  tyrants,  the  plea  of 
lecelFity  for  what  he  did ;  for,  in  the  words 
of  Lord  Bolingbroke,  he  had  this  to  fay, 
either  that  "  Charles  the  Firft  miift  lofc 
"  his  head,  or  England  lofe  its  liberties." 

But  in  the  cafe  of  the  Cromwell  of  this 
bill,  what  has  he  to  urge  for  that  which 
be  has  done  ?  What  ground  has  he  to  ftand 
upon,  what  arguments  to  offer,  what  rea- 
fons to  affign,  what  plea  of  neceffity  to 
\{  ffate  I  A  plea  of  neceffity,  it  is  true,  he  had: 
he  ftated  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  that 
the  Eaft-India  Company  was  bankrupt ;  it 
yv  was  falfe  in  ftatement,  it  was  falfe  in  proof. 
But  I  admit  the  truth  of  both;  and  yet, 
whence  arofe  the  neceffity  of  fub verting  the 
conftitution  of  this  country,  by  placing  the 

^  executive   power   of  Government   in   the 

hands  of  a  mountebank  Secretary  of  State? 
A  Secretary  of  State  who  does  not  flirink 
back  from  declaring,  that  he  is  not  the 
King's  Minifter,  but  the  Winifter  of  the 

/\  P)?ople; 
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Peoples    who    glories   in   the   diftin^ioti,- 
who  fortifici  himfelf  under  it  in  the  Houfe^ 
in  which  he  ads.     And  ytt,  my  Lords,  no* 
more  the  Minifter  of  the   People,   than  V 
the  friend  of  his  politics:     The  Minifter,-^ 
it  is  true,    of  a   corrupt  majority  of  the 
Houfe   of  Common??,    where    the    people 
noware,^  arhe  fays;   but  not  the  Minifter' 
of  the  People,   as   when   mounted  on  his 
ftage  at  Govent-Garden,  and  in  Weftmin*j* 
fter-Hall,  -  V'}  ,.^^-» 

Biit,  I  hy,  my  Lords,  whence  arofe  the 
neceffity  of  this  fubverfion  of  the  Confti- 
tution  ?  Whence  arofe  the  neceffity  of 
ere  ft  in  g  a  new  power  in  the  State — a  mid* 
die  power  between  the  King  and  people,  on 
the  one  hand  holding  the  King  in  chains, 
and  on  the  other  ruling  the  people,  through 
the  medium  of  a  corrupt  majority  in  Par^ 
liament,  with  a  rod  of  iron?  And  yet; 
my  Lord?,  this  is  the  proportion  in  totidcrn 
verbis :  a  proportion  to  wreft  the  reins  of 
Government  out  of  the  hands  of  the  execu- 
tive power,  and  to  place  it  in  th?  Jia»ds  of 

9  fclf. 
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a  {elf-crcated  demagogue,  fiipported  by  a 
fa^l'iQUS  and  defperate  cabal ;  a  propofition 
therefore  no  lefs  injurious  to  the  people, 
than  at  the  fame  tiiiie  furniihing  the  mod 
dired  attack  upon  Majefty  that  the  annals 
of  our  hjftory  afford ;  a  propofition,  as  I 
have  faid,  more  daring  even  than  that 
which  brought  the  head  of  Charles  the 
Firft  to  the  block,  becaufe  lefs  founded:  a 
propofition  of  ambition  no  lefs  glaring, 
but,  I  truft,  my  Lords,  lefs  hopeful,  {01^ 
it  is  ours  to  prevent  it, 

But,  my  L(Ords,  It  has  been  faid  of  this 
bill,  on  the  one  fide,  that  it  will  increafe 
the  influence  of  the  Crown ;  and  it  has 
been  cunningly  and  craftily  not  denied  on 
the  other.  But  this  is  not  the  truth,  my 
Lords ;  I  deny  the  fa£l ;  the  reverfc  is  the 
truth.  This  bill  is  not  to  increafe  the  in-« 
fluence  of  the  Crown  j  it  is  to  deftroy  it. 
It  is,,  I  admit,  to  obtain  an  influence ;  bu^ 
an  influence  as  poifonous  to  the  jufl:  influ- 
ence and  legal  prerogative  of  the  Crown, 
;^s  it  is  deadly  tQ  the  rights  and  liberties  of 
the  peopLs. 

And 
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.  And  when  I  fay  this,  my  Lords,  let  It 
not  be  thought  that  I  fpeak  ralhly  and  un- 
advifedly  upon  the  fubje6)^,  that  I  talk  with*-^ 
out  book,  that  i  reafon  without  my  hoft, 
that  I  am  unfiipported  in  what  I  fay  ;  I 
fpeak,  my  Lords,  to  the  fenfe  and  know- 
ledge of  the  Houfe ;  for,  my  Lords,  that 
to  pull  down  the  influence  of  the  Crown 
has  been  the  long  unremitting  endeavours 
of  the  Minifter  of  the  people  and  his  Whig 
connections,  as  they  are  called,  (for  of  his 
Tory  coalition  I  fhall  prefen-tly  fpeak)  the 
Houfe  wants  no  information.  The  fads  of 
this  fpeak  for  themfelves.  We  have  feen 
bills  of  Reform  u|XGn  bills  of  Reform  to  this 
end  paffing  into  ads  of  the  Legiflature  ; 
bills  taking  away  from  the  fplendour  of  the 
Crown,  no  lefs  neceflary  to  Majefty  than 
the  birthright  of  the  Prince ;  bills  meanly 
and  ignominioufly  defcending  into  the  very 
kitchen  and  cellar  of  the  King,  there  to 
retrench  and  deprive  his  Majefty  of  the 
very  comforts  and  proviiions  of  his  table. 
Can  it  then,  my  Lords,  even  in  fuppoiition, 
be  thought,  that  thofe  whg  have  done  this. 
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can  now  have  any  view  or  intention  to 
throw  the  wealth  of  the  Eaft  into  the  lap 
of  the  Throne?  No,  my  Lords;  the  very 
fiippofition  is  abfurdity  itfelf :  befides,  the 
v^  bill  ftates  the  contrary.  For  four  years 
certain,  the  Crown  has  nothing  to  do  with 
it ;  and  give  me  a  leafe  for  four  years  of 
fuch  means  of  corruption  as  thefe  are,  and 
I  muft  be,  what  the  Minifter  of  the  peo- 
ple is  not,  a  very  filly  fellow  indeed,  if  I 
don't  purchafe  a  fee  fimple  in  the  premifes 
for  ever  after. 


A 
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But  this  is  not  all,  my  Lords ;  for  let  us 
look  for  demonftration  upon  this  fubjedt  to 
the  tenets  and  principles  of  this  party  of 
men.  And  in  doing  this,  let  us  look  to 
their  creed,  in  a  well-known  publication  of 
theirs,  called  "  Thoughts  on  the  prefent 
Difcontents;'*  and  then  look  to  their  prac- 
tice upon  that  creed.  Lock  to  their  creed, 
and  there  yo\i  will  find,  that  whilft  it  pulls 
the:  influence  of  the  Crown  down  to  the 
ground,  it  fets  up  another  influence  ten 
times  jnore  dangerous — ten  times  more  de- 

ftrudllvc 
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ilru(^lve  to  the  conftitution.  The  influ- 
ence of  an  Ariftocracy,  or  to  exprefs  it  in 
their  own  words,  the  influence  of  connec- 
tion; and  of  which  this  creed  fpeaking, 
fays,  *'  In  one  of  the  moft  fortunate  peri- 
"  ods  of  our  hiftory,  this  country  was  go- 
**  verned  by  a  connedion ;  I  mean  the 
*'  great  connexion  of  Whigs  in  the  reign 
*'  of  Queen  Anne.'*  Such  is  this  influence, 
my  Lords.  The  influence  of  an  Oligar- 
chical junto  in  the  two  Houfes  of  Parlia- 
ment, holding,  as  I  have  faid,  the  King 
captive  in  the  one  hand,  and  with  the  other 
ruling  the  people,  not  by  the  fundamental 
laws  of  the  land,  but  after  the  manner  of 
this  bill,  by  laws  "  of  mere  political  dif- 
*'  cretion  only,"  and  fubveriive  of  their 
rights,  liberties,  and  properties. 

But,  my  Lords,  let  us  now  look  to 
their  practice  upon  this  creed ;  and  here,  I 
am  aware,  I  am  anticipated  by  the  Houfe, 
and  that  the  day  which  ftains,  and  will 
continue  everlaftingly  to  ftain  the  journals 
of  Parliament,  I  mean  the  17th  day  of 
G  2  Feb- 
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February  laft,  is  nppermoft  In  the  thoiiglit^, 
and  prefent  to  the  rainds  of  every  one  of 
your  Lord  (hips.  A  day  of  connedtion,  my 
Lords,  a  day,  when  by  an  infamous  and 
wicked  conne6^ion  of  principles,  not  the 
connection  of  Uem  /entire  de  republ'icd^ 
which  alone  is  or  can  be  the  bafis  of  all 
well  intentioned  political  union*  bot  of  tlie 
moft  jarring  fa6tions,  a  conne(^ion  which 
one  might  have  thought  no  chemiflry  either 
on  earth  or  in  heaven  eould  ever  have 
brought  together :  I  fay,  my  Lords,  a  day 
when  his  Majefty  was  befieged  in  his  Cabi- 
net ;  when  he  was  told  the  appointment  of 
his  own  domeftic  fervants  did  not  lie  in 
him  ;  when  his  Majefty  refifted ;  but  wher* 
after  a  fix- weeks  refiftance,  with  a  fortitude 
of  mind  that  will  add  luftre  to  his  reign, 
he  fell  a  vidim  to  this  connedion. 

And  thus,  my  Lords,  has  the  theory  of 
thefe  politics  been  now  reduced  to  pra£lice  ; 
for  fuch  have  been  the  effefts  of  this  con- 
ne*£lion,  which  is  now  fought  by  this  bill. 
Not  the  influence  of  the  King's  Minifter 

for 
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for  the  King,  but  of  the  King's  Minifter 
againft  the  King.  Of  the  King's  Minifter, 
who,  if  this  bill  pafles,  may  fay  to  the 
King,  I  am  the  Minifter  of  this  country, 
and  let  my  condud  be  what  it  will,  let  my 
infults  to  you  be  what  they  may,  it  is  not 
in  your  power,  it  is  what  you  dare  not  do, 
it  is  not  for  you  to  remove  me. 

But,  my  Ivords,  that  I  may  trefpafs  no 
longer  on  the  time  and  patience  of  the 
Houfe,  the  motion  which  1  fhall  have  the 
honour  to  fubmit  to  your  Lordfliips  is 
this :  — 

That  the  Judges  may  be  fummoned  to 
attend  this  Houfe,  in  order  to  give  their 
advice  in  point  of  law,  upon  the  bill  now 
depending  in  Parliament  "  for  vefting  the 
affairs  of  the  Haft-India  Company  in  the 
hands  of  certain  Diredlors,'*  &c. 

And  here,  my  Lords,  whilft,  as  the 
ground  of  this  motion,  I  take  the  li- 
berty   of    ftating  to   your    Lordfhips  the 

queries. 
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queries,  which  (as  neceiTary  to  my  informa- 
tion at  leaft)  I  (hall  propound  to  the  Judges 
for  their  counfel  and  advice  ;  fo  by  this 
motion,  will  an  opportunity  be  afforded  to 
the  Houfe,  of  having  any  other  difficulties 
refolved  in  point  of  law,  which  may  occur 
to  any  other  individuals  of  your  Lordfhips. 

My  Lords,  the  query  is  this : 

Whether  by  the  commifTion,  as  fet  up  in 
the  bill  for  vefting  the  affairs  of  the  Eaft- 
India  Company  in  the  hands  of  certain 
dire6lors,  an  executive  power  be  not  thereby 
inftituted,  new  in  the  government,  and  un- 
known to  the  conftitution  of  the  country  ; 
and  whether  that  executive  power  be  not 
as  well  derogatory  to  the  Crown,  and  hurt- 
ful to  the  juft,  legal,  and  royal  prerogative 
of  the  King,  as  dangerous  to  the  rights, 
liberties,  and  properties  of  the  fubjedl  ? 

Now,  my  Lords,  in  putting  this  query 
to  the  Judges,  1  find  myfelf  no  lefs  upheld 
therein  by   the   fpirit  of  the  conftitution, 

than 
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tban  confirmed  by  the  letter  of  the  kw ; 
by  the  fpirit  of  the  conftitution,  my  Lords, 
as  handed  down  to  ns  by  the  very  inge- 
nious and  learned  author  of  the  fpirit  of 
laws ;  who,  fpeaking  of  the  Englifh  con- 
ftitution, fays  that  the  executive  power 
ought  to  be  in  the  hands  of  a  monarch ; 
becaufe  this  branch  of  government,  which 
has  always  need  of  expedition,  is  better 
adminiftered  by  one  than  by  many :  whereas 
whatever  depends  on  the  legiflative  power 
is  oftentimes  better  regulated  by  many 
than  by  a  fingle  perfon.  Again :  But  if 
there  was  no  monarch,  fays  he,  and  the 
executive  power  was  committed  to  a 
certain  number  of  perfons  feleded  from 
t)ie  legiflative  body,  there  would  be  an  end 
of  liberty  ;  by  rcafon  the  two  powers  would 
be  united,  as  the  fame  perfons  would  a£lu- 
ally  fometimes  have,  and  would  moreover 
be  always  able  to  have,  a  fliare  in  both. 
And  as  confirmed  by  the  letter  of  the  law, 
in  as  much  as,  by  the  ftatute  of  the  i6th 
of  Charles  I.  ch.  i,  a  power  being  lodged 
\n  the  Chancellor  (in  cafe  of  the  King's  de- 
fault) 
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fault)  to  call  Parliaments ;  and  if  he  failed, 
then  in  the  Peers,  or  any  twelve  of  them^ 
and  if  they  failed,  then  in  the  Sheriffs;  it 
was  faid  by  the  Judges  of  thofe  days,  that 
this  was  a  direct  breach  of  the  original  con- 
flitution ;  for  it  introduced  into  the  monar^- 
chy  a  kind  of  republic,  by  felting  up  a 
fapreme  power,  befides  the  regal  power,  and 
inconfiftent  with  it.  Of  the  ftatute  too  of 
the  1 5th  of  Charles  I.  chap.  5,  whereby  it 
was  ena<fled,  that  that  Parliament  then  fitting 
(hould  not  be  diflolved,  prorogued,  or  ad- 
journed but  by  Ad  of  Parliament,  it  was 
faid,  that  this  was  another  breach  of  that 
conftitution,  which  had  originally  efta- 
bliftied  the  King's  prerogative  in  that  par- 
ticular; and  therefore  thefe  two  ads  were, 
early  in  the  next  reign,   repealed. 

The  fecond  <^uery  is, 

.'"Whether  the  immediate  creative  ad  of 
any  charter  of  incorporation  is  not  vefted 
in  the  King  by  virtue  of  his  royal  preroga- 
tive ?  And  if  yes :  Whether  by  the  forfei- 
ture 
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tlire  or  dlffolution  of  fuch  charter,  Its  fran- 
chifes  are  not  revertible  to  the  Crown,  irt 
order  to  be  re-granted  by  the  King  if  ne- 
ceflary  ?  And  if  fo.  Whether  the  commif- 
fion  of  Direftors  appointed  by  this  bill  be 
not  an  encroachment  upoii  the  ruyal  prero-^ 
gativc  of  the  Grown  ? 

Sir  Wtlliam  Blackftone  fpeaking  of  the 
erecting  of  corporations  by  the  King,  as  th^ 
fountain  of  privilege,  fays,  **  I  now  only 
mention  them  incidently,  in  order  to  remark 
the  King*s  prerogative  in  making  them ; 
which  is  grounded  upon  this  foundation, 
that  the  King  having  the  fole  adminiftration 
of  the  government  in  his  hands,  is  the  beft 
nnd  the  only  judge,  in  what  capacities,  with 
what  privileges,  and  under  what  diftincStions 
his  people  are  the  beft  qualified  to  ferve^ 
and  to  a£t  under  him.'* 

The  third  query  is. 

Whether,    confiftent   with   the  judicial 

capacity  of  this  Houfe,  the  disfranchifing  of 

H  g 
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a  corporation  of  fuch  magnitude  as  that  of 
the  Eaft- India  Company,  the  reafons  of 
fuch  dlsf ranch ifement  ought  not  to  be  pro- 
ved and  filpported  at  the  bar  of  the  Houfe 
by  the  ftrongeft  and  moft  entire  evidence  ? 
Or,  whether  confiftently  with  the  duty  of 
this  Houfe  to  the  King,  as  the  hereditary 
Counfellors  of  the  Crown,  a  bill  creative  of 
a  new  executive  power,  in  violation  of  the 
toyal  prerogative,  ought  not  to  be  rejefted 
in  limine  upon  its  principle,  and  without 
entering  into  the  merits  of  it. 

My  Lord?,  when  Charles  IT.  and  James 
II.  felzed  upon  the  charters,  which  they 
did  for  the  purpofes  of  theftate,as  they  faid, 
although,  fays  Sir  William  Blackftone,  the 
proceedings  in  moft  of  them  were  fufficiently 
regular,  it  gave  great  and  juft  offence  :  But 
it  feems  Charles  James  Fox  can  now  of 
himfelf  attempt  what  thofe  tyrants,  neither 
Charles  nor  James  Stuart  put  together  dared 
,to  do,  feize  upon  charters  by  force  and 
violence. 

The 
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The  fourth   query  is, 

Whether  if  this  bill  fliould  pafs  both 
Houfes  of  Parliament,  encroaching  as  it 
does  upon  the  undoubted  prerogative  of  the 
Crown,  it  be  not  a  right  inherent  in  the 
King,   as  well  as  a  duty  which  he  owes  tp  / 

the  country  in  prefervation  of  the  conflitu- 
tion,  to  put  his  negative  upon  fuch  bill  ^ 

Baron  Montfequieu  fays,  *»  the  executive 
power  ought  to  have  a  Hiare  in  the  legifla- 
ture  by  the  power  of  rejefting,  otherwife 
it  would  be  foon  llripped  of  its  prerogative. 
But  (hould  the  legiflative  power  ufurp  a 
(hare  of  the  excutive,  the  latter  would  be 
equally  undone."  Again,  "  if  the  Prince," 
fays  he,  "  were  to  have  a  fhare  in  the  legif- 
l^ture  by  the  power  of  refolving,  liberty 
would  be  loft.  But  as  it  is  neceffary  he 
fhould  have  a  fhare  in  the  legiflature  for  the 
fupport  of  his  own  prerogative,  this  (hare 
muft  confift  in  the  power  of  rejtding.*' 
Sir  William  Blackftone,  too,  fays,  "  the 
King  is  a  conftituent  part  of  the  fupreme 
H   2  legiflative 
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legiflative  power ;  and,  as  fuch,  has  the  pre-^ 
rogative  of  reje6^ing  fuch  provifions  in  Par? 
]ianient,  as  he  judges  improper  to  be  paf- 
fcd."  He  fays,  too,  fpeaking  of  the  en^ 
croachment  of  the  legiflative  upon  the 
ex'cative  power:  "  Thus  the  long  Parlia-r 
ITient  cf  Charles  I.  while  it  a6led  in  a  con- 
Hitutional  manner  with  the  royal  concur- 
rence, redrefled  many  heav^y  grievances,  and 
eftablifhed  many  falutary  laws  :  But  when 
the  two  Houfes  alTumed  the  power  of  legif^ 
lation,  in  exclufion  of  the  royal  autliority, 
they  foon  after  aiTumed  likewife  the  reins  of 
admin iftration  ;  and  in  confequence  of  thefe 
united  powers,  overturned  both  church  and 
ftate,  and  eftabliflied  a  worfe  oppreffion 
than  any  they  pretended  to  remedy. 

And  now,  my  J^crds,  thefe  being  the 
queries  which  it  is  my  intention  to  fubmit 
to  the  opinion  of  the  judges,  together  with 
my  reafons  for  thefe  queries,  1  fhall  now 
beg  leave  to  add  one  reafon  more  for  the 
motion  itfelf,  of  calling  for  the  advice  of 
jhe  judges  vipon  this  occaiion  ;  and  it  is 

this, 
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this,  that,  as  if  the  opinion  of  the  judges 
had  been  taken  upon  the  queftion  of  the 
American  war,  before  it  was  entered  into, 
that  is,  whether  the  Parliament  of  England 
had  a.  right  to  levy  taxes  internally  on 
America,  America  not  being  reprefented 
in  the  Parliament  of  England,  that  country 
might  at  this  time  have  been  a  part  of 
the  Britifh  empire  ;  fb  upon  the  fame  ground 
am  I  perfuaded  that  the  putting  of  thefe 
queftions  to  the  judges  now,  may  be  the 
means  of  faving  the  Eaft  Indies  to  this 
country :  For,  my  Lords,  is  it  to  be  fup- 
pofed,  that  the  fervants  of  the  Eaft-Indla 
Company  in  India,  connected  as  they  are 
in  the  interefl  with  the  Company  here, 
together  with  Mr.  Mailings,  at  the  head  of 
an  hundred  thoufand  men  there,  will  quietly 
(deliver  up  thofe  pofl'eflions,  when  by  that 
delivery,  they  know  that  they  are  them- 
selves to  be  difplaced,  to  make  room  for 
others ;  and  if  not  difplaced,  that  they  will 
have  members  of  Parliament,  and  members 
iof  Parllamcnt*s  Ions  and  kindred  riding 
I'.pon  them  four  and  five  deep,  and  quartered 

upon 
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upon  their  emoluments,  as  much  without 
number  as  without  reafon. 

And  now,  my  Lords,  I  have  done  5  afk«r 
ing  pardon  of  the  Houfe  for  this  long  tref- 
pafs  on  their  patience,  and,  whilfl  fitting 
down,  not  doubting  but  that  your  Lord- 
fliips  will  think  that  a  monopoly  of  power, 
fuch  as  this  bill  requires,  is  not  only  unfit, 
under  any  circumftances  whatever,  to  be 
had,  but  that  if  it  were  fit,  to  place  it  in 
the  hands  of  him  who  feeks  it,  would  be  as 
tmfafe  for,  as  dangerous  to  the  conftitution 
of  the  country,  I  fhall  hope  that  the  motion 
which  1  (hall  now  have  the  honour  to  fub- 
mit  to  the  Houfe,  will  meet  with  the  con-? 
currence  of  your  Lordfhips. 

In  til  at  part  of  the  fpeech  where  the 
words  Charles  James  Fox  were  introduced, 

Lord  Derby  rofe,  and  called  the  noble 
X^ord  to  order.  He  faid  it  was  unufual  to 
introduce  the  name  of  a  member  of  the 
lloufe  of  Comrpons  into  a  debate. 

When 


t    55    ] 

'  WKcn  the  Order  of  the  Day  was  called 
for, 

vfThe  Duke  of  Richmond  called  the  at- 
tention of  their  Lord(hips  to  a  petition, 
which  he  prefented  from  the  city  of  Lon- 
don. It  was  conceived,  his  Grace  obfervcd, 
under  the  greateft  apprehenfions  for  their 
franchifes,  and  expreffed  in  very  ftrong  lan- 
guage. He  therefore  thought  it  (hould  be 
read.     It  was  read  accordingly. 

•  i 
The  purport  of  the  petition  was,  That 
a  bill  pending  before  their  LordHiips,  threat- 
ened an  extin<5lion  of  their  privileges,  held 
up  an  awful  precedent  of  violated  charter?, 
iind,  by  aiming  at  the  confifcation  of 
public,  menanced  every  fpecies  of  private 
property.  It  therefore  prayed,  that  fuch  a 
bill  might  not  pafs  into  a  law;  that  their 
4=jOrd{hips  would  interfere  and  fave  them 
from  the  grafp  of  power,  which,  in  this 
inftance,  appeared  to  them  fo  fingularly 
dangerous  and  alarming. 

The 
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The  Duke  of  Manchefter  felt  diflatisficc^ 
with  fome  of  the  expreflions  in  this  petitioili 
They  founded  harfh  to  his  ear ;  they  were, 
in  his  mind,  violent,  and  not  fufficiently 
guarded  and  decent  for  the  occafion.  Hef 
migh,  however,  have  miftaken  the  literal 
phrafeology.  It  feemed  tof  him  a  very 
ftrong  accufation  of  the  other  Houfe,  and  he 
was  notfurc  how  far  it  became  ons  branch 
of  the  Legiflature  to  fuftcr  an  arraign- 
ment of  another  at  their  Bar.  He  wilhed* 
for  thefe  reafons,  to  read  the  petition  to 
their  Lordfiiips,  and  was  forry  on  having 
done  fo,  to  find  his  exceptions  fo  well 
founded. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  was  much  fur* 
prifed  to  hear  fuch  a  language  from  hi* 
Grace  ;  for  the  very  words  ufed  by  the  city 
of  London  on  this  occafion,  were  to  be 
found  in  a  proteft  on  their  Lordihips  Jour- 
nals, figned  by  the  names  of  Rockingham 
and  Portland ;  and  he  little  expeded  to  hear 
their  mode  of  expreffion  cenfured  from  fuch 
a   quarter.      The  petitions  from  America 

had 


[    57     ] 

had  been  rejected  on  iimilar  grounds.-  Be- 
sides, wa§  it  not  the  conftitutlon  of  this 
country,  that  fubjecls  had  a  right  to  peti- 
tion againft  whatever  they  cgnfidered  as  a- 
grievance?  No  matter,  fald  his  Grace, 
who  your  petitioners  are,  whether  corpo- 
rate or  not,  or  againft  whom  they  com- 
plain, whether  againft  the  Minifter  or  the 
Houfe  of  Commons ;  the  laws  of  the  land 
giv£  them  a  right  to  ftate  their  grievances 
to  your  Xvordlhipsj  and  your  Lordfhips 
will  not  accommodate  your  deciftons  ac- 
ycording  to  the  fundamental  principles  of  the 
conftkutioii,  if  you  do  not  give  them  a 
f^earlng. 

The  Duke  of  Manchefter  faid  the  noble 
Duke  certainly  knew  him  too  well  to  need 
any  explanation  of  his  principles,  or.  to 
doubt  of  his  conviction  concerning  the 
people's  right  to  petition  Parliament.  Nor 
had  he  intimated  any  other  objedlion  thaa 
what  was  fuggefted,  not  by  the  matter  but 
by  the  manner  of  it.  The  noble  Duke 
)»ad  alfo  miftated  the  argument  on  whicif 

J  the 
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the  American  petition  was  thrown  out. 
For  tlie  Miniftry  of  that  day  infifted  againft 
admitting  the  petition,  only  becaufe  no 
Lord  would  pledge  himfelf  to  the  Houfe, 
that  it  allowed  the  right  of  taxatiqn  to  the 
Britifli  Parliament.  His  Grace,  however, 
did  riot  chufe  to  infiO:  on  the  validity  of  his 
objedlion,  and  the  petition  was  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

The  Order  of  thfe  Day  was  then  called 
for,  and  Mr.  Rous  and  Mr.  Dallas  ap- 
peared as  Counfel  for  the  Eaft-India  Com- 
pany ;  Mr.  Hardinge  and  Mr.  Plomer  as 
Counfel  for  the  Diredors. 

Mr.  Rous  opened  the  caufe  of  his  clients 
in  si  very  "mafterly  manner.  He  ftated,  in 
very  warm  and  expreffive  language,  the 
enormity  and  the  injuftice  of  the  prefent 
bill.  He  obferved  that  as  there  was  no 
fpecific  charge  brought  againft  his  confti- 
tuents,  he  would  be  under  the  neccffity  of 
proving  their  merits  with  the  public  by 
^yidence  at  the  Bar  of  the  Houfe,  and  to 

prove 
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prove  the  a£lual  fituacioii  of  India^  by  the 
laft  advices.      Under  the  firft  head,    Mr. 
Rous  flated,  that   the  additional  cuftoms 
paid  by  the  Eaft-India  Company,  for  fifteen 
years,  were  the  acquitments  of  the  Devvan- 
riee,  and  exceeded  the  fum  of  the  fifteen  years 
antecedent  to  that  period,   in   the  fum  of 
five  millions  fterling.     That  the  fum  paid 
by  the  Company  to   the   public,    as  their 
participation    of   the    territorial  revenues, 
was  three  millions  flerling ;  fo  in  fa<£l  the 
Company  vvasj  to  this  moment,  a  conii- 
derable  lofer  by  the  territorial  acquifitions^ 
though  the  nation  had  been  a  gainer^   for 
the  funis  expended  by  the  Company  in  ac- 
quiring thofe  revenues,  exceeded   their   re-' 
ceipts  in  the  fum  of  five  millions  and  up^ 
wards.     But  the  acquifition  of  the  Dewan- 
nee  had,   in  every  point  of    view,   been  a 
mofl  important  objeft  to  the  Britifh  nation. 
Mr.    Rou^  then    flated^   that  the    exports 
from  this  country  fincethe  territorial  ac- 
quifitions,     had    amounted    laft    June     to 
about  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds.     He 
next  remarked   upon  the  flourifhing    flate 

I     2  of 
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of  the  Company*s  credit,  and  faid,  that  if 
Parliament  would  give  them  le^ve  to  bor- 
row, their  debt  to  the  ftate  would  inftant- 
ly  be  paid  off.  The  credit  of  the  Com- 
pany could  only  be  deftroyed  by  the  pafTing 
of  the  prefent  bill.  Mr,  Rous  then  faid  he 
would  bring  evidence  to  prove,  that  in 
Bengal,  Bahar,  Benares,  and  Oude,  we 
enjoyed:  profound  peace,  a  firm  govern- 
ment, an  encreafing  revenue,  and  had  ef- 
fecSled  a  reduction  of  expences.  The 
Carnatic  was  evacuated.  The  account  of 
the  peace  had  arrived  in  Iiidra,  and  all 
hoftilities  had  ceafed  between  us  and  the 
French,  That  peace  was  concluded  on 
fuch  terms  with  the  Marattas  as  muft  make 
it  lading ;  and  fuch  was  Tippoo  Saib's  fi- 
tuation,  that  he  had  amdoubtedly  mads 
peace  with  us,  under  the  '  terms  6f  the 
Sixteenth  Article  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace, 
Of  this  Mr.  Rous  faid  he  was  fo  confident, 
that  he  would  forfeit  his  head  if  it  was  not 
the  cafe.  After  dwelling  very  fully  oi* 
thefe  feveral  heads,  Mr.  Rous  proceeded  to 

call  in  wltnefTes. 

The 
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The  evidence  continued  for  feveral  hourj. 
The  charters,  afts  of  Parliament,  grants, 
and  other  authentic  documents  of  the  Com- 
pany's tenure  and  ftate,  were  read.  The 
evidence  was  clafiied  under  feparate  heads, 
and  evidence,  written  and  oral,  brought  to 
each  point.  When  the  Counfel  came  tt> 
propofe,  to  prove  that  peace  was  reftored 
to  the  Carn^itic, 

Lord  Loughborough  rofe  and  faid,  he 
was  perfe6^1y  fatisfied  that  their  Lordfliips 
would  agree  with  him,  that  much  of  the 
^evidence  which  had  been  exhibited,  was  at 
leaft  irrelative  and  unapplicable  to  the  na- 
tiire  arid  tendency  of  the  bill  now  under 
the  confidcration  of  the  Houfe.  The  whole 
hiftory  of  the  Company's  eftablifhment  had 
come  to  their  Lordfliips'  knowledge  under 
the  fhape  of  evidence.  But  how  would 
fuch  a  complicated  narrative  make  again  ft 
the  plan  for  re  -  eft  abli  filing  the  interefts  of 
the  Company  on  a  new  and  permanent 
foundation  ?  What  was  proved  by  that 
ftatepient  which  their  Lordfhips  did  not  ai- 
re ad  jf 


i  62  j 

ready  know,  or  about  which  one  ncbl^ 
Lord  in  the  Houfe  entertained  a  fingle 
doubt?  Was  any  friend  of  this  meafure  in- 
clined to  call  in  queftion  the  Company's 
right  to  their  territorial  pofleflion*  in  In- 
dia ?  To  what  purpofe  then  detain  their 
Lordfhips  with  a  detail  of  their  chartered 
rights,  and  the  variety  of  grants  obtained 
by  them  from  feveral  Indian  powers  ?  Sure- 
ly there  was  but  little  information  in  all 
this ;  and  whatever  it  was,  the  Houfe  feem- 
ed  but  little  difpofed  to  be  benefited  by  it. 
Still  the  fpecies  of  evidence  on  which  Coun- 
fel  were  now  entering,  feemed  leaft  of  all 
adapted  to  the  bufinefs  before  the  Houfe. 
For  what  had  the  queftion  in  ifl'ue  to  do 
with  the  news  of  a  peace  eftablifliment  in 
the  Carnatic  ?  It  was,  in  his  opinion,  per- 
fe£lly  unnatural  to  the  bill,  whether  there 
were  peace  or  war.  It  did  not  depend  on 
the  prefent,  but  the  paft.  It  was  not  fo 
much  what  the  Company  is,  as  what  the 
Company  has  done,  that  furnifhed  a  plea 
for  fuch  a  bill,  which  tlierefore,  if  proper- 
ly founded,  could  not  be  alTeded  by  any 

fuuation 
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(ituation  of  their  affairs,  however  promifing 
or  profperous.  He  had  long  waited  for  the 
(difcretion  of  Counfel ;  but  it  did  not  ap- 
pear, that  they  feemed  inclined  to  come  to 
any  precife  conclufion  on  their  evidence. 

From  thefe  confiderations,  he  was  fatif- 
fied  the  very  odd  arrangement  of  evidence 
which  the  Gounfel  for  the  Cbmpany  had 
thus  fubmitted  to  their  Lordfhips  attention, 
could  ferve  no  other  purpofe  on  earth  than 
to  protraft  the  btifinefs  now  under  difcuffion. 
And  his  Lordfhip  begged  leave  to  remind 
•their  Lordfhips,  that  the  time  of  the  bill 
was  very  precious,  whether  it  fucceeded  or 
not.  From  the  difpatches  that  might  natu- 
rally be  expefted  to  have  been  fent,  the  minds 
of  the  people  in  the  Indies  would  be  full 
of  fufpenfe.  Nothing  would  be  done  till 
the  plan  under  contemplation  of  Parliament 
was  either  authenticated  or  rejected.  An 
end,  we  might  well  fuppofe,  would  for  the 
prefent  be  put  to  every  kind  of  bufinefs- — 
but  he  underflood  from  rumour,  nay,  he 
}iad  been  informed  fo  lince  he  came  into  the 


Houfe,  that  Counfel  had  direflions  to  pro- 
tradl  this  bill  as  much  as  poIRble.  Upor) 
this  principle  it  was,  then,  that  he  objeded 
to  their  being  allowed  to  take  up  any  more 
of  their  Lordfhips*  time ;  for  what  they 
proved,  had  nothing  at  all  to  do  with  the 
bill:  as  far  as  he  could  judge,  what  they 
were  about  to  prove,  was  of  as  little  con- 
fequence ;  they  had  already  been  indulged 
to  a  great  length,  and  he  had  waited,  ex- 
peding  their  own  underftanding  would 
make  them  draw  to  a  conclufion  ;  inftead 
of  which,  he  perceived,  the  more  they  were 
indulged,  the  greater  lengths  they  were  de- 
termined to  proceed.  Thofe  who  meant 
to  oppofe  the  bill,  he  found,  were  refolved 
to  protract  it  as  long  as  poffible :  but  he 
called  upon  their  Lordfliips  to  remember  the 
neceffity  of  paffing  it  immediately,  if  it  was 
pafled  at  all ;  for  every  gentleman  knew, 
that  to  procure  a  quick  paffage  to  India, 
they  mull  fall  by  the  beginning  of  February 
at  the  farthcft  ;  we  were  now  far  advanced 
in  December,  and  fhould  it  be  much  longer 
delayed,  it  would  be  impoffible  for  gentle- 
men. 
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men  who  might  be  appointed  to  go  out,  in 
confequence  of  another  bill  which  was  to 
be  brought  up  to  their  Lordfiiips,  to  get 
themfelves  ready  in  time.  It  appeared,  as 
agreed  on  all  hands,  that  fome  regulations 
ought  to  be  adopted,  and  this  appeared  to 
him,  as  it  had  been  framed  with  the  great- . 
eft  care  and  attention,  as  fully  adequate 
to  the  talk.  Time  prefled  for  its  deter- 
mination ;  and  therefore  he  trufted,  that 
thefe  poor  attempts  to  procrailinate  the  bu- 
finefs,  would  be  treated  by  their  Lordfhipsi 
as  they  merited  :  in  confidence  of  which, 
he  doubted  not  they  would  reftrain  Coun- 
fel  from  entering  into  a  large  field  of  exa- 
mination and  inveftigation,  that  could  not 
poffibly  tend  to  any  other  end  than  to  de- 
lay and  protraft  the  reading  of  the  bill. 
He  therefore  conjured  their  Lordfiiips  to 
reftrift  the  evidence  before  them  to  the 
point  to  be  agitated*;  and  for  this  purpofe 
he  would  move,  that  the  Gounfel  at  the 
bar  be  reftrained  from  adducing  the  evi- 
dence of  a  peace  being  concluded  in  the 
Carnatic, 

K  Lord 


/ 
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Lord  Tlnirlow  differed  entirely  with 
the  learned  Lord,  refpe6^ing  the  evidence 
that  had  already  been  produced.  He  eon- 
\J  ceived  the  Counfel  had  a6:ed  with  the 
greateft  propriety  ;  their  clients  had  em- 
ployed them,  to  do  what  ?  —  only  to  ref- 
cue  them  from  a  general  imputation  laid 
\.  againft  them  in  the  bill,  for  it  brought  no 
_^  fpecific  charge.  How  was  it  poflible  for 
them  to  defend  themfelves,  otherwife  than 
by  producing,  in  the  firft  inftance,  authen- 
tfc  documents  to  their  right,  and  after- 
wards, by  a  fair  ftatement  of  their  tranfac- 
tions  and  circumftances,  to  prove  they  had 
riot  abufed  that  right.  He  agreed  with  the 
learned  Lord,  that  fome  part  of  the  evidence 
which  had  been  produced  at  the  bar  might 
as  well  have  been  omitted  ;  but  he  was  far 
ftbm  faying,  that  held  good  with  regard 
to  the  difpatches  that  were  to  prove  that 
peace  was  eftabllfhed  in  India  ;  and  for  this 
plain  reafon  —  the  preamble  of  the  bill 
ftated,  that  by  the  mifmanagement  of  the 
Company,  they  had  brought  themfelves 
almoil  to  a  bankrupt  ftate,  and  that  it  re- 
quired 
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quired  the  immediate  interpofitlon  of  Go* 
vernment  to  fave  them  from  ruin.     Now 
if  they  could  adduce  evidence  to  prove  they 
had  not  mifmanaged,  but  that  their  finances 
here  were  not  defpicable,  and  their  lituation 
abroad  in  a  flourifhing  ftate,    furely   the 
preamble  of  the  bill  could  not  be  founded 
in  fadt,   and  that  plea  of  neceffity,  which 
had  been  fo  ftrenuoufly  dwelt  upon,  did 
not  exift,  for  then  there  could  be  no  necef- 
fity for  this  meafure.     Ay,   but  then,   fays 
the  learned  Lord,   if  the  bill  does  not  pafs 
immediately,   which  is  folely  for  the  regu- 
lation of  the  Company's  affairs  at  home,   it 
will  totally  prevent  gentlemen  from  failing 
in  proper  time  to  take  upon  them  their  ap- 
pointments   in    India.      What   advantage 
was  intended  by    that  argument,    he  was 
entirely  at  a  lofs  to  comprehend  :   but  even 
admitting  the  Company  were  actually  the 
culprits  they  were  faid  to  be,  would  their 
Lordfliips  have  it  recorded  in  their  Jour- 
nals, that  they  had  refufed  to  give  them  an 
opportunity    to  ellablifh  their   innocence  ? 
Should  it  be  faid,  that  the  conftitution  of 
K  2  this 
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this  country  allowed  an  individual,   where 
his   property  was  concerned,    to  appear  by 
counfel  at  the  bar  of  that  Hoiife,    and  give 
his  reafons  why   they  {hoiild  not  proceed, 
and  yet,  when  an   afl   was  brought  in  to 
deprive  a  corporate  body  of  their  charter, 
and  to  inveft  their  property  in  the  hands  of 
Urangers,  their  Counfel  (hoiild  be  checked, 
and  reftrained  from  producing  that  evidence 
which,  in  all  likelihood,  would  prove  their 
affairs  were  in  fo  excellent  a  train,  that  it 
would  not  be  in  the  power  of  mifmanage- 
ment,  in  the  power  of  whoever  this  bill 
might  appoint,  to  put  them   in  diforder. 
'    If  the  learned  Lord  had  thought  the  Coun- 
fel were  guilty  of  mif-fpcnding  their  Lord- 
fhips*  time,  why  did  he  not  ftaie  his  fufpi- 
cions  fooner  ?    Why   did  he  leave  it  till 
peace  was  mentioned,  and  proofs  were  of- 
fered of  its  being  ratified,  with  the  authori- 
ties, and  that  hoftilities  were  ceafed  in  the 
Carnatic?    Thefe  were  circum fiances   that 
would  not,  moft  certainly,  ad  very  forcibly 
in  criminating   the  Company  for  mifma- 
jiagement,   or  for  having  brought  them- 

felves 
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felves  on  the  verge  of  ruin  ;  perhaps  it  was 
upon  this  principle  they  had  been  obje£led 
to.     When  parties   were   admitted   to  the 
bar  of  ihat  Houfe,   their  cafe  would  be  pe- 
culiarly hard,    if  any  noble  Lord  could  get 
lip    and    reftrain  the   Counfel   from    what 
might   very   likely    be  the  moft   material 
part  of  his  evidence.     Could  fuch  a  mea- 
fure  be  called  jufticc  ?    If  not,    fhould   it 
be  faid,  that  the  firft  court  of  judicature  in 
this  kingdom  gave  fandion  to  it  ?  He  truft- 
ed  not.     The  people's  rights  ought  to  be 
held  facred ;   and  it  would  be  highlv  fub- 
verfive  of  thofe  rights,    in  his  opinion,  to 
punifli  where  no  delinquency  was  proved, 
to  cenfure   where   every  approbation   was 
due.     The  bufmefs  before  your  Lordfhips 
is  of  fuch  a  complicated  and  critical  de- 
fcription,  that  every  fpecies  of  information 
will  be  found  indKpenfable  to  a  fair  and 
candid  apprchenlion  of  it.     And  inftead  of 
blaming  Counfel  for  giving  you  too  much, 
your  Lordfhips  ought  to  thank  them  for 
the  pains  they  have   taken  to  contradt  it 
into  a  proper  form,  and  prefent  it  at  your 

Lord- 
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Lordfhips'  bar  under  a  clear  and  ccnnccled 
point  of  view.     Thty  might,  inftead  of  a 
few  papers,     not   tedious    or  complicated, 
they  might  have  infiRed  on  reading  five 
hundred    volumes  :     thi?,    however,    they 
have  relinquifhed   for  fuch  an  abflract  of 
the  whole,  as  may  not  interfere  either  with 
the  patience  or  the  ordinary  mode  of  the 
Houfe.      The   learned    Lord    had    dwelt 
much  upon  the  idea,   that  it  was  a  wi(h 
with    feme    perfons    to    protraft    the  bill. 
Rumours  may  be  propagated  of  fuch  a  na- 
ture and  tendency,  as  to  fruftrate  all  the 
purpofes  of  the  bill.     Who   would   have 
expelled  an  obfervation  of  this  fort  from 
the    noble   and   learned    Lord  ?     Miniftry 
ought  to  be  the  laft,  at  leaft,  to  hazard  fuch 
furmifes.     Who  knows  not  how  induftri- 
oufly  their  creatures  are  occupied   in  this 
kind  of  work  ?    For  his  part,   he  thought 
it  of  too  much  confequence  to  be  pafled 
haftily   through    that  Houfe.       He   could 
wifli  their  Lordfhips  to  confider  it  as  he 
did,   as  a  bill  of  the    utmoft  confequence 
and  greateft  importance  ;  then  would  they 
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examine   minutely    into    ev^ry   argument 
that  could  be  adduced,  and  determine  on 
fafts,    not  on    general   implication.     The 
papers,  it  was  likewife  faid,  were  generally 
known  ;   they  were  in  every  body's  hands. 
This,  to  be  fure,  in  a  great  meafure,  he 
could  not  deny  ;  for  he  fuppofed  their  Lord- 
fhips   were  as  well  acquainted  how  they 
came  in  every  body's  hands  as  he  was :   a 
gentleman  had  fent  them  to  him,   and  he 
doubted  not  that  very  few  of  their  Lord- 
Ihips  had  been  omitted.     It  was,   however, 
very    lingular    to   him,    that   the   learned 
Lord,   who  certainly  was  an  ornament  to 
his  profeffion,    (hould  objedl  to  papers  as 
evidence,   becaufe  they  were  printed ;   this 
was  a  new  dodlrine  to  him  :  but,  however, 
the  papers  that  were  now  offered,  and  were 
objected  to,  li'ere  not  printed,   they  were 
not  in  every   body's   hands,   for  they  had 
not  long  been  received,  therefore  they  cer- 
tainly might  be  admitted  without  giving 
offence   to  the  noble  Lord  on  that  head, 
and   prove  of  fome    information   >o   the 
Houfe,  as  they  would,   perhaps ;  there  did 

not 


/ 
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not  exift  that  preffing  neceffity  for  pafling 
this  bill,  as  had  been  held  forth  in  another 
place  :  it  is  therefore  hoped  yonr  Lord- 
(hips  will  beware  how  you  proceed.  Vio- 
late not  the  rules  of  the  Houfe,  in  complai- 
fance  to  a  meafure  which  originates  in  an 
open  violation  of  whatever  is  moft  dear 
and  facred  to  Englifhmen.  Refpect  your 
own  dignity,  and  the  privilege  of  Parlia- 
ment. Forms  are  the  hedges  of  the  con- 
ftitution.  The  moment  thofe  are  broken 
down,  that  is  left. 


V  .  The  Earl  of  Mansfield  left  the  woolfack, 
and  agreed  with  the  noble  Lord,  whofe  ob- 
jeflions  to  the  courfe  of  evidence  at  the  bar 
were  now  under  difcuflion,  that  a  very 
confiderable  part  of  that  evidence  had  no 
immediate  or  obvious  connection  with  the 
bill  before  the  Houle.  The  prefent  mea- 
fure was  a  ftrong  and  fevere  one ;  and  the 
llronger  and  more  fevere  it  was,  the  more 
were  the  Company  entitled  to  flruggle 
againfl^t.  To  curtail  or  derange  their  evi- 
dence would,  for  that  reafon,  have  an  ap- 
pearance 
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pearance  of  harihnefs,  which  the  prudence 
and  delicacy  of  their  Lordfliips  would  na- 
turally difpofe  them  to  avoid.  He  did  not 
fee  any  difadvantage  to  the  bill,  if  right, 
that  could  refult  from  whatever  fads  might 
be  fuggefted  ;  and  if  it  was  ultimately  found 
to  be  wrong,  their  Lordfhips'  time  could 
not  have  been  better  employed.  But  that 
which  had  been  propofed,  and  which  re- 
lated to  reftoration  of  peace  in  the  Carnatic, 
he  conceived  to  be  altogether  in  point ;  for 
the  queftion  on  which  the  Houfe  was  called 
to  decide,  would,  in  his  Lordlhip's  appre* 
henfion,  be  materially  affefted  by  that  hS.. 
He  owned,  however,  that  the  bill  deferved 
immediate  inveftigation,  and  that  too  much 
difpatch  could  hardly  be  given  to  it,  for  the 
reafons  the  learned  Lord  had  ailigned  :  but 
his  Lordfhip  imagined,  that  much  unnc* 
ceffary  delay  would  be  occaiioned  by  the 
prefent  motion;  he  could  therefore  have 
vvifhed  his  Lordfhip  had  not,  on  tjiat  ac- 
count oppofed  it,  and  that  the  Gounfel  had 
been  allowed  to  give  them  in  his  own  way. 
What  referred  to  the  Carnatic,  he  prefumed 
L  would 


would  not  be  long,  as  he  apprehended  if 
was  only  a  letter  trom  Lord  Macartney 
afcertaining  the  perfed  evacuation  of  that 
country. 

Lord  Loughborough  had  yet  heard  no- 
thing to  fatisfy  him  that  his  objedion 
was  not  founded;  and  to  him,  time  appeared 

^  juft  now  of  infinite  importance.     This  was 
only  part  of  a  plan  for  regulating  the  liffairs 
of  India.     Should  their  Lordfhips  approve 
the  principle  of  it,  and  fan(^ify  it  by  their, 
adoption,  a  great  many  other  bills  would 

^  necefiarily  follow.  And  it  was  proper  x& 
put  their  I^ordfhips  in  mind,  that  a  few 
/'  weeks  delay  would  prevent  the  e^e^  of  the 
meafure  one  whole  year.  The  (hips  for 
India  muft  be  ready  to  fail  fome  time  .in 
February ;  and  many  things  befides  the 
mere  paffing  of  the  bills  were  neceflary. 
With  a  view  to  that  event,  whatever  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord  near  him  (Lord 
Thurlow)  might  think  of  rumours,  he 
mentioned  it  as  a  fa£l:,  that  a  rumour  wa^ 
circulated,  and  had  reached  his  ear  fince  he 

came- 
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■  came  to  that  rioufe,  that  the  Counftl  had 
been  aftually  inftrui^ed  and  enjoined  bj 
their  clients  to  protra£l  the  time  by  every 
poffible  manoeuvre  in  their  power.  He 
therefore  had  deemed  it  his  duty  to  apprize 
their  Lordfhips  of  a  circumftance  which  it 
became  them  to  treat  as  it  deferved.  This 
objection,  however,  was  founded  on  the 
nature  of  the  bill,  as  independent  alike  of 
whatever  might  be  the  prefent  ftate  of  India. 
This,  though  not  affected  by  any  thing  yet 
advanced,  he  was  willing,  as  far  as  his  iin- 
gle  voice  went,  to  fprego,  and  to  give  the 
Counfel  whatever  indulgence  the  Houfe 
Plight  thlok  proper  to  grant  them. 

.  The  Duke  of  Richmond  was  not  dif- 
pofed  to  confider  that  as  an  indulgence  to 
which  the  fubjed  had  an  undeniable  right. 
And  he  wiihed  noble  Lords,  in  throwing 
out  general  things,  would  never  fuffer  any 
language  or  phrafeology  to  efcape  them,  not 
ftridlly  conftitutipnal.  In  his  opinion,  the 
juftice  of  the  Houfe,  as  WpU  as  the  fran- 
^bjfes  of  the  fubjefts,  was  intimately  con- 
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necked  with  the  quefiion  before  their  Lordr 
fhlps.  And  thefe,  in  his  mind,  were  obje£ls 
much  more  valuable  than  all  India.  What 
colour  would  this  be  to  violate  privileges, 
as  fundamental  and  facred  as  any  which  the 
laws  provided  ?  A  Company  are  not  only 
deprived  of  their  property,  but  groflly 
f:alumniated.  They  came  before  this  Houfe 
abundantly  prepared  to  have  vindicated  their 
rights,  and  in  the  very  midft  of  their  evir 
dencc  are  flopped,  their  Counfel  deranged, 
and  their  defence  confequently  defeated.  He 
therefore  appealed  to  the  juftlce  and  the  dig- 
nity of  the  Houfe  in  behalf  of  the  Com- 
pany and  their  rights. 

Lord  Thuilow  was  rather  hurt  by  the 
boon  which  the  noble  and  learned  Lord 
held  put  to  the  Company  by  way  of  com" 
promlfe.  Neither  did  he  rightly  compre- 
hend the  expedition  fo  ftrenuoufly  urged  on 
tjie  occafion.  The  whole  affair  ftruck  his 
I^ordfhip  rather  ludicroufly,  as  if  it  were 
tJie  intention  of  Government  to  fend  out 
fjiieif  new   plan  of  Afiatic   regulation  by 

halves, 
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halves,  in  order  that  one  part  might  ferve 
only  as  a  prologue  to  the  other.  It  was 
indeed  but  too  obvious,  that  a  breach  was 
meditated  in  the  body  of  evidence,  in  order 
to  throw  the  whole  into  confufion. 

His  J/Ordlhip  took  notice  of  a  praftice 
in  the  committee  for  trying  the  validity  bf 
elections,  by  which  counfel  were  often  in- 
timidated and  difconcerted  in  fuch  a  manner, 
as  to  render  their  beft  digefted  fyftem  of 
agitation  abortive. 

Lord  Loughborough  was  certain,  what- 
ever the  intention  of  the  learned  Lord  near 
him  might  have  been  by  thefe  oblique  ob- 
fervations,  the  good  fenfe  of  the  Counfel 
was  a  refutation  of  them.  Though  he 
wi(hed  them  to  ad  the  part  afligned  them 
by  the  noble  Lord,  they  were  incapable  of 
ftooplng  to  it.  His  Lord(hlp  had  already 
waved  the  obje£lion,  though  nothing  had 
been  urged  to  fatisfy  him  of  its  invalidity ; 
and  he  could  not  now  trefpafs  longer  oh 
their  Lordfhips'  time  in  anfwering  any  thing 
farther  that  might  be  fuggefted. 

Lord 
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Lord     Grantley    (notwithftanding     the 
learned  Lord's  farcafm  about  the  inatten- 
tion of  their  Lordfhips)  had  not  been  abfent 
during  all  the  evidence  wlitch  had  been  of- 
fered at  the  bar.     He  aflcrted  his  abfolute 
independence  of  all  parties,  and  was  happy 
jthst  his  mind  met  the  prefent  bufinefs  alto- 
gether unwarped  by  prejudice  or  conneC' 
tion  of  any  kind.     He  did  not,   however, 
fubfcribe  implicitly  to  the  dodrine  held  out 
by  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  who  had 
objected  to  the  evidence  at  the  bar.     The 
relevancy   of  the  evidence  to   the  bill   in 
<jueftion  he  thought  very  plain.    The  Com- 
pany were  charged  with  improper  manage- 
ment.    How  could  they  otlierwife  proceed 
;in  tlieir  own   vindication  than  by  fuch  a 
iy ftem  of  proof  as  their  Cqunfel  now  offered 
'to  their  coniideration  ?     The  learned  Lord 
tells  the  Houfe  that  the  paper  refpecling  the 
recommencement  of  peace  in  the  Carnatic  is 
printed.    What !   Does  the  noble  and  learn- 
^ed  Lord  infer  from  that,  our  obligation  to 
ftak<  all  the  lyes  and  falfehoods  in  circulation 
;:jk$  fads  becaufe  they  may  be  printed  ?    He 
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muft  know  better.   This  Houfe  is  not  com* 
petcnt  to  receive  any  other  than  legal  evi- 

dence:-'^''  ''-'''  '  ^  ■"  '"^  '- 

The  Earl  of  Effingham  did  not  diflike  a 
protraftion  of  the  bufinefs,  though  he  hoped 
the  fufpicions  of  the  learned  Lord  to  that 
effeft  were  nugatory  and  unfounded.  He 
would,  riot  therefore  confume  their  Lord- 
fhips  time  by  pradi/ing  the  very  thing  he 
condemned.  He  had  iimply  rlfen  to  ex- 
prefs  his  approbation  of  the  mode  in  which 
the  CouniJel  at  the  bar  had  condu(^ed  the 
evidence,  and  to  affure  their  Lordfhips  that 
he  watched  for  an  opportunity  when  he 
might,  coniifiently  with  the  order  of  the 
Houfe,  move  to  poftpone  the  whole  matter 
till  their  Lordfhips  had  more  thoroughly 
digefted  and  matured  it  in  their  own  minds. 

.  The  Counfel  then  went  on  with  their  evi- 
dence; but  at  half  an  hour  after  eleven 
o'clock  th^  Counfel  declared,  that  feveral  of 
the  witnelfes  they  wiflied  to  have  examined 
had  gone  off  on  account  of  the  heat  of  the 
Houfe,  pot  being  held   by   procefs;    that 
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fome  of  the  books  they  wiflied  to  have  fub- 
mitted  to  the  infpeftion  of  their  Lordfhips, 
as  eflential  to  the  caufe,  had  been  neglcfted 
to  be  brought  up,  and  they  therefore  ex- 
prefled  a  wi(h,  that  the  farther  profecutlon 
of  the  bufinefs  might  be  poftponed  to 
another  day. 

The  Duke  of  Chandos,  on  this  fymptom 
of  procraftination  in  the  Counfel,  rofe,  and 
moved  an  adjournment,  urging,  in  favour 
of  his  motion,  the  extreme  importance  of 
the  matter  under  con fi deration,  and  the  late- 
nefs  of  the  hour. 

The  Earl  of  Carllfle  reprobated  the  idea 
of  adjourning  the  farther  hearing  of  the 
caufe,  for  the  frivolous  reafons  mentioned  by 
the  Counfel.  Had  not  their  Lordfhips  met 
for  the  purpofe  of  hearing  the  caufe  ?  Had 
they  not  beftowed  on  it  every  attention 
which  it  feemed  to  merit?  Was  it  there* 
fore  becoming  their  dignity  to  defift  pro- 
ced^ire  in  the  bufinefs  at  fo  important  a  pe-* 
nod  ?     Would  this  not  be  trifling  with  the 
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deference  and  refpeft  they  owed  themfelves  ? 
He  was  therefore  againft  the  motion  of  ad- 
journment. 

Earl  Fitzwilllam  declared  his  difapproba- 
tion  of  the  motion.  He  could  not  think 
there  was  the  leaft  pretence  for  the  gentlemen 
at  the  Bar,  to  expert  their  application  for 
farther  time  to  prepare  themfelves,  fhould 
meet  with  indulgence,  fmce  the  petition,  in 
fupport  of  which  they  had  been  heard  fo 
many  hours,  had  been  prefented  fix  days 
ago,  and  fince  the  very  fame  gentlemen 
had  appeared  at  the  Bar  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  as  advocates  for  a  iimilar  pe- 
tition prefented  to  that  Houfe  againft  the 
fame  bill,  his  Lordfhip  defired  the  Houfe 
particularly  to  take  notice  of  what  had  fal- 
len from  the  learned  Counfel  in  his  opening, 
when  he  had  told  them  that  he  had  not 
received  thofe  inftruftions,  in  confequence 
of  which  he  had  proceeded  to  examine  the 
witnefles  produced  that  day,  till  eleven 
o'clock  the  preceding  night,  or  eleven 
o'clock  that  very  day.  That  declaration, 
M  the 
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the  Earl  faid,  confirmed  him  in  thofe  fuf- 
picions  hinted  at  earlier  in  the  day,  that 
there  was  an  intention  to  procraftinate  and 
delay  the  bill  as  much  as  poffible,  in  order, 
by  that  means,  to  prevent  its  being  paffed. 
He  appealed  to  the  Houfe  in  general,  whe- 
ther fo  odd  a  circumftance  as  the  negle£l:ing 
to  give  Counfel  inftruftions  in  due  time, 
againft  a  bill  that  had  been  for  fome  weeks 
before  Parliament,  did  not  carry  with  it 
a  very  fufpicious  appearance  ?  He  hoped, 
therefore,  the  Houfe  would  render  fruitlefs 
any  fuch  attempt,  and  that  they  would 
concur  with  him  in  directing  the  Counfel 
to  proceed. 

Earl  Ferrers  then  'rofe,  and  faid,  my 
Lords,  I  am  forry  to  be  obliged  to  trouble 
your  Lordfhips  at  this  late  hour,  but  the 
great  regard  I  have  for  my  King  and  the 
conftitution  of  this  kingdom,  forces  me  to 
Sand  forth  in  its  defence,  and  as  a  truly 
independent  Lord  of  Parliament,  being 
thoroughly  fatisfied  that  if  this  bill  pafles 
this  Houfcj  nobody  can  be  fafe  under  the 

exer- 
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cxertlbfis  of  the  leglflative  power,  and  par^ 
ticularly  as  there  is  one  precedent  to  quote 
on  this  occafion^  which  is  but  a  fmall  one 
in  comparifon  with  this,  though  it  was  a 
Lord  of  this  Houfe  (whofe  eftate  was  above 
50O0I.  a  year)  was  taken  from  him  and 
vefted  in  the  hands  of  four  truftees,  with  a 
power  of  leafing  and  cutting  down  the 
wood,  with  a  receiver  on  his  whole  eftate^ 
to  pay  an  annuity  of  300I.  a  year.  I  beg 
leave  to  fay  farther,  that  I  am  totally  againft 
hurrying  bills  through  the  Houfe,  which 
can  very  rarely  be  done  with  any  good  de- 
iign ;  and  we  have  an  inftance  in  the  laft 
year  of  what  the  public  fufFered  by  hurrying 
the  Receipt  Tax  through  this  Houfe,  which 
I  endeavoured  to  prevent,  and  would  have 
informed  the  Miniftry  what  would  be  the 
confequence,  if  they  would  have  permitted 
me,  which  would  have  prevented  the  people 
in  all  the  manufacturing  towns,  long  tor* 
mented  with  fuch  a  vexatious  tax,  beiide  the 
difcredit  it  has  been  to  the  Minifter,  which 
I  would  have  faved  him  from.  I  am,  there- 
fore, for  giving  a  bill  of  this  magnitude  and 

,  .'  M  2  con- 
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confequence,  its  full  weight  and  confidera- 
tion;  and  for  that  reafon  Ihall  join  moft 
heartily  in  the  motion  for  an  adjournment. 

Lord  Sidney  alfo  faid,  the  bill  was  of  too 
much  importance  to  be  hurried;  and  de- 
clared btfore  their  Lordfhips  paffed  fuch  a 
bill,  they  were  bound  to  hear  the  petitio- 
ners  in  the  ampleft  manner. 

The  Dcke  of  Chandos  rofe  again,  and  dcr 
dared  he  addrciFed  himfelf  to  the  feelings  of 
the  Houfe,  begging  their  Lordfhips  would 
confider,  whether,  after  the  learned  gentle- 
men had  been  on  their  legs  at  the  Bar,  for 
feven  hours,  incommoded  by  the  crotid 
around  them,  and  fatigued  with  the  heat 
they  all  felt,  and  after  they  had  requefted  till 
the  next  morning  only  to  prepare  them- 
felves,  it  was  confiftent  with  their  own 
charader,  and  their  own  dignity,  to  infifl 
on  their  proceeding,  efpecially  at  fo  late  an 
Jiour  of  the  night  ? 

The  Duke  of  Portland  faid,  he  (hould 
willingly  have  agreed  to  the  motion  pro- 
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pofecl  by  the  noble  Duke,  'and  have'  ac- 
ceeded  to  the  requifition  of  the  Counfel,  had 
there   appeared   to  him  to  have  been  the 
(malleft  reafon  to  juftify  the  latter.     But 
as  the  bill  had  been  in  Parliament  for  fome 
weeks,  as  it  propofed   a  meafure  that  had 
been  much  canvafled  and  talked  of,  and  as 
that  meafure  was  of  very  confiderable  im- 
portance, and  from  its  nature,  and  the  na- 
ture of  the  fubje£l  to  which  it  applied,  fuch 
as  ought,  if  adopted  by  the  wifdom  of  their 
Lordlhips,  to  be  adopted  with  as  little  de- 
lay as  the  forms  of  Parliament  would  ad- 
piit,  he  could  by  no  means  give  his  confent 
to  the  motion.     Being  upon  his  leg?,   the 
Duke  faid,  he  would  mention  a  matter,  to 
which  he  begged  their  Lordflilps'  moft  fe- 
rious  attention,  fince  it  materially  concerned 
the  conftitution  of  the  country :  a  rumour 
had  prevailed  for  the  laft  three  days,  that 
had  given  him  very  great  alarm  indeed ;   fo 
much  alarm,  that  he  had  determined  to  ftate 
it  to  their  Lordfliips  on  the  very  firft  day 
that  they  met  after  it  began  to  be  circula- 
ted ;  and  he  (hould,  he  faid,  have  dons  it 

much 
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jnncli  earlier  in  the  d.iy,  but  that  Ke  wsaf 
loath  to  break  through  the  regularity  of  their 
proceedings,  or  draw  off  the  attention  of 
the  Houfe  from  hearing  Counfel  againft 
a  bill,  which  certainly  was  of  great  impor- 
tance. Since  that  bill  had  been  brought 
into  Parliament,  the  public  had  been  in- 
flamed againft  it  in  the  moft  induftrious, 
and,  in  feme  degree,  moft  fuccefsful  man- 
ner. No  arts,  however  unfair,  however 
unwarrantable,  had  been  left  untried  to  run 
it  down,  and  excite  a  general  arlarm,  in  con- 
fequence  of  a  grofs  mifreprefehtation  of  its 
views  and  its  obje6l.  Among  other  arts, 
rumours  of  different  kinds  had  been  circu- 
lated with  the  moft  fedulous  induftry,  and  a 
late  rumour  was  of  a  very  extraordinary  na- 
ture indeed.  In  that  rumour,  the  name  of  the 
moft  iacred  charadler  in  the  kingdom  had 
been  afpei  fed,  and  the  name  of  one  of  their 
Lordftiips,  he  hoped,  abufed  ;  but  certainly, 
luch  was  the  compledion  of  the  rumour, 
that  he  fhould  be  \vanting  in  regard  to  his 
own  charadler,  wanting  in  that  love  and 
zeal  for  the  conftitution,  which,  he  trufted, 

had 
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had  ever  marked  and  diftingu'iflied  his  poli- 
tical life,  wanting  in  the  duty  he  owed  to 
the  public  as  a  Mlnifter,  if  he  did  not  take  an 
opportunity,  if  it  turned  out  to  be  true,  of 
propofing  a  meafure  upon  it  to  their  Lord- 
fhips,  that  would  prove  they  felt  the  fame 
jealoufy,  the  fame  deteftation,  and  the  fame 
defire  to  mark  and  ftigmatize  every  attempt 
to  violate  the  conftitution,  as  he  did, 

♦ 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  rofc,  and  dc* 
clared,  that  from  the  hint  the  noble  Duke 
had  thrown  out,  it  was  impoffible  to  fay  to 
what  he  alluded.  In  a  matter  of  fo  much 
ferioufnefs,  he  ought  to  fpeak  out,  and  to 
make  a  fpecific  charge,  that  thofe  it  might 
affed,  fhould  be  able  to  meet  it  fairly,  and 
bring  it  to  a  plain  and  direct  ifliie.  The 
noble  Duke  might  allude  to  one  thing,  or 
he  might  allude  to  fomething  elfe  extremely 
different,  which  was  at  that  time  in  his  re- 
coUeftion.  A  newfpaper,  which  he  had  in 
his  pocket,  his  Grace  faid,  contained  as  in- 
decent and  as  fcandalous  a  paragraph,  as 
e^^er  he  had  met  with ;  perhaps  the  noble 
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Dnke  alluded  to  the  fact  there  ftated.  Hd 
would  read  it  to  the  Houfe.  His  grace 
then  read  the  following  article  from  an 
evening  paper  of  Saturday : 

"  A  moft  injurious  and  abfurd  runiiouf 
'*  prevailed  yefterday,  and  was  circulated 
•'  with  great  induftry  through  the  various 
**  parts  of  the  metropolis,  that  his  Maje- 
*'  fty  had  given  a  direft  intimation  to  his 
*'  Minifters  that  he  was  hoftile  to  the  Eaft- 
*'  India  bill,  and  that  they  in  confequence 
**  had  reiigned  their  refpe(5Vive  employ- 
*'  ments.  —  We  have  the  heft  authority  for 
"  aflliring  our  readers  that  no  part  of  this 
*'  report  is  true.  To  give  a  greater  air  of 
*'  credibility  to  the  falfehood,  it  was  repre- 
«'  fented  that  this  event  had  taken  place  in 
'*  confequence  of  a  conference  that  Earl 
"  Temple  had  held  with  his  Majefty  on 
"  Thurfday  laft,  the  refult  of  which  was 
"  faid  to  have  been  a  poiitive  affurance  on 
"  the  part  of  the  King,  that  the  bill  in 
*'  queftion  was  in  the  higheft  degree  difa- 
'*  greeable  to  him.     This  concomitant  part 
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**  of  the  ftory,  however,  is  an  evident  and 
**  indifputable  libel   upon  the  charafters  of 
"  both  thefe  great  perfonages  concerned  in 
*'  it ;   for  we  can  affure  our  readers,   (alfo 
*'  from  the^beft  authority)  that  his  Maje- 
*'  fty  has  given  his   gracious  concurrence 
"  and  approbation  of  the  conduct   of  his 
"  Minifters,  with  refpe^t  to  the  India  bill, 
*'  a  thqufand  times  in  the  clofet,  nay,  in- 
'*  deed,  as  often  as  it  has  been  mentioned 
*'  there.     Now  to  fuppofe  or  impute  to  any 
*'  man,  much  lefs  to  this  facred  charadler, 
*'  fo  defpicable  a  degree  of  confirmtd  dupli- 
"  city  as  that  of  his  having  approved  and 
"  patronifed  a  meafure   in  all  the  ftages  of 
**  its  progref^,  from  its  firft  adoption  till  its 
♦'  third  reading  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
"  and  yet  that  he  was  in  fa£l  averfe  to  it,  is 
*'  too  grofs  for  belief,  and  is  in  this  inftance 
*'  an  aft  of  the  higheft  difloyalty.     That 
*'  Lord  Temple  fhouid  have  circulated  fuch 
'*  a  report,  knowing  it,  as  he  muft,  to  have 
*-'  been  founded  in  direct  falfehood,  is  not 
**  extremely  probable ;    and    therefore   the 
'♦  whole  muft,.  doubtlefs,  have  been  the  im- 
N  "  pudent 
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**  pudent  fabrication  of  fome  hired  runntfr, 
*'  to  produce  a  temporary  alarm  in  the  me- 
*'•  tropolis,  and  to  try  to  effc£l  by  tumult, 
"  what  they  could  not  carry  by  argu- 
*'  ment." 

The  above,  his  Grace  faid,  was  as  er- 
traordinary  a  feries  of  affertions,  declared 
to  come  from  the  beft  authority,  as  ever 
.occurred  in  a  newfpaper. 

Earl  Temple  rofe  as  foon  as  the  Duke 
lat  down,  and  faid,  confcious  as  he  waS 
that  every  word  he  muft  utter  would  be 
entirely  unparliamentary :  yet,  after  what 
had  been  fuggefted  by  the  noble  Duke  who 
fpoke  firft,  and  after  his  name  had  been  in- 
troduced by  the  noble  Duke  who  fpoke  laft, 
though  he  muft  think  not  in  the  moft  par- 
liamentary way,  he  fliould  perlift  ia  delir* 
ing  to  be  heard.  The  noble  Duke  at  the 
head  of  the  Treafury  talked  of  rumours ; 
let  the  noble  Duke  make  a  fpecific  charge. 
Whenever  hc  did  fo,  he  would  not  fhrink' 
ffom  it,  but  would  meet  it  direftly.     That 

his 
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his  Majefty  had  recently  honoured  him  with 
a  conference,  was  a  matter  of  notoriety. 
It  was  not  what  he  wifhed  to  deny,  nor 
what  he  had  it  in  his  power  to  conceal. 
He  faid,  that  it  w^as  the  privilege  of  Peers, 
as  the  hereditary  counfellors  of  the  Crown, 
cither  individually  or  coUeftively,  toadvife 
the  Crown,  was  well  known.  He  had 
given  his  advice  to  the  Crown  ;  what  that 
advice  had  been,  he  would  not  then  fay*, 
It  was  lodged  in  the  breaft  of  his  Majefly  ; 
nor  would  he  declare  the  purport  of  it 
without  the  royal  confent,  or  till  he  faw 
a  proper  occafion.  He  was  aware  this  fort 
of  language  was  diforderly  ;  he  begged  the' 
Houfe  however  to  recollect  that  he  had  not 
made  it  neceflary ;  if  Lord  Temple's  name ' 
had  been  introduced,  it  had  not  been  the 
fault  of  Lord  Temple.  When  the  noble 
Duke  mentioned  rumours,  and  did  not  fpe- 
cify  to  what  he  alluded,  he  had  been  filcnt ; 
and  he  (hould  have  continued  in  lilence,  and 
have  treated  every  thing  of  that  fort  with 
the  fame  contempt  that  he  held  newfpaper 
paragraphs  in,  had  not  the  noble  Duke, 
N  2  who 


C  92   ] 

who  fpoke  laft,  made  it  impoffible  for  him 
not  to  rife,  and  defy  the  noble  Duke  at  the 
head  of  the  Treafury  to  make  any  charge 
that  he  would  (hrink  from.  He  begged  to 
know  therefore  what  the  noble  Duke  had 
alluded  to  ? 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  rofe  again,  and 
faid,  perhaps  he  had  been  diforderly  in  read- 
ing the  paragraph  from  the  newfpaper ;  but 
the  noble  Duke  who  talked  of  rumours  had 
done  it  in  a  manner  fo  general  and  indefi- 
nite, that  he  had  thought  it  highly  necef- 
fary  to  have  the  matter  explained  and  un- 
derftood.  If  the  noble  Duke  meant  to 
take  up  all  unconftitutional  interference 
with  the  Crown,  he  would  join  him,  and 
go  as  far  with  him  upon  that  theme  as  he 
wouldgohimfelf;  but  then  the  noble  Duke 
muft  go  back  to  his  old  ground,  and  leave 
his  prefent  conne<5lions.  He  muft  once 
more  aft  as  a  Whig,  and  proceed  upon 
Whig  principles.  He  hoped,  however, 
when  the  noble  Duke  did  take  up  that  mat- 
ter, he  would  take  it  up  fairly,   and  not 
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partially.  That  he  would  look  at  home, 
and  draw  forth  all  uhconftitutional  interfe- 
rence with  the  Crown,  that  of  Minifters, 
as  well  as  that  of  other  Lords.  He  knew, 
the  Duke  faid,  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
fervants  of  the  Crown  to  be  about  the 
King's  perfon,  and  to  confult  and  advife 
with  his  Majefty  upon  the  receipt  of  foreign 
advices,  upon  the  management  of  his  finan- 
ces, upon  thecondu6l  of  the  Army  or  Na- 
v^y,  upon  military  and  civil  promotions, 
and  a  variety  of  other  executive  fubjecb, 
hi  which  his  Majefty  was  neceflarily  to  be 
confulted  ;  but  he  would  contend  It  was  ai 
unconftitutional  for  a  Minifter  to  advife 
the  Crown,  and  endeavour  to  influence  his 
Majefty  in  regard  to  any  bill  depending  in 
Parliament,  as  it  was  for  any  other  perfon. 
The  prefent  Admini  ft  ration,  he  averted,  had, 
from  their  firfl  coming  in,  proceeded  to  aft 
ill  defiance  of  Whig  principles,  and  upon 
the  old  fyflem,  purlued  by  thofe  whom 
they  formerly  oppofcd.  They  had  mani- 
feftly  taken  unconftitutional  ground,  and 
governed  by  a  corrupt  influence.     When 

they 
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they  firft  came  in,  they  had  afked,  the 
Duke  faid,  if  he  would  join  them.  Though 
he  liked  many  in  Adminiftration,  he  de- 
clared he  could  not  affift  fuch  an  Admini- 
ftration ;  he  forefaw  what  would  follow, 
and  his  expectation  had  not  been  difappoint- 
ed.  The  bill  then  before  the  Houfe  was  a 
proof  of  the  fort  of  fyftem  which  Mini- 
fiers  had  laid  down.  As  he  could  not  join 
them,  he  had  quitted  his  fituation,  and  left 
the  Ordnance.  What  was  the  confequence  ? 
—Three  gentlemen,  with  no  political  views, 
nor  in  any  way  connected  with  influence, 
whom  he  had  brought  into  office,  were 
turned  out,  and  three  members  of  Parlia- 
ys^mcnt  introduced.  Another  inftance  he 
would  adduce ;  and  that  was,  the  giving 
Sir  William  Gordon,  a  gentleman  who 
had  ferved  as  an  Ambaflador '  abroad,  a 
penfion  of  loool.  a  year.  ^What  could 
this  be  for,  but  to  give  up  his  feat  in  Par- 
liament, that  they  might  bring  in  a  new 
member  for  Portfmouth  ?  A  very  able  mem- 
ber indeed,  Mr.  Erikine.  The  Duke  ex- 
patiated upon  thefe  two  facts,   and  urged 

them 
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tliem  as  proofs  that  the  prefent  Admlni- 
ftration  went  entirely  upon  a  fyftem  of 
corrupt  influence. 

The  Earl  of  Derby  begged  the  noble 
Duke  to  look  at  home  himfelf,  before  he 
ventured  to  impute  blame  to  others.  When 
the  noble  Duke  was  at  the  head  of  the  Ord- 
nance, he  brought  his  friends  into  office,  as 
other  men  in  high  ftations  generally  did ; 
and  it  was  notorious  that  two,  if  not  more 
of  thofe  friends,  were  in  Parliament.  His 
Lordihip  took  notice  of  the  rumours  abroad 
for  the  laft  three  days,  and  reprobated  fuch 
unconftitutional  means  of  endeavouring  to 
fubvert  a  bill,  which  could  not  be  over- 
thrown by  fair  argument. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  rofe  again,  and 
in  order  to  juftify  himfelf,  went  into  a 
detail  of  his  conduct  when  in  office.  He 
faid,  he  had  brought  into  the  Ordnance 
Mr.  Crawfurd,  Mr.  Aldridge,  and  Mr. 
Smyth,  neither  of  them  in  Parliament,  in 
the  room  of  Sir  Charles  Cocks,  Mr.  Stra- 

chey 
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cbey,   and  Mr.   Adam,  all  of  whom  were 
in  Parliament;  that  Mr.  Pelham,  who  had 
fucceedcd  Sir  Charles  Frederick  as  Surveyor 
Genera],  was  in  Parliament,  and  Mr.  Steele, 
%vho  was  his  private  Secretary.     Much  as 
he  difliked   influence,  the  Duke  faid,   and 
greatly  as  he  had  approved  a  place  bill,  it 
had  always  been  a  maxim  with  him,   and 
which  had  often  been  declared  by  him,  that 
one  or  two  gentlemen  belonging   to  each 
public  office,  ought  to  be  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons.     In  his  awn  cafe,   he  had  but , 
two  of  his  official  connections  in  that  Houfe, 
viz.  Mr.   Pelham  fur  the  Board,   and  Mr. 
Steele  for  himfe  f.     He  faid  farther,   that 
he  had,  on  many  occaiions,  ftood  up  for 
the  liberties  of  the  people ;    he  had  alfo, 
when  occofion  required,  defended  the  pri- 
vileges of  that  Houfe  ;  and  he  (hould  be 
equally  ready  to  contend  for  the  conftitu- 
tional  prerogative   of  the  Crown,    when- 
ever it  was  attempted  to  be  invaded,  as  it 
was,  he  contended,   moft  violently  by  the 
bill  then  under  conlideration. 

Earl 
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Earl  Temple  rofe  again,  and  fald,  as 
the  noble  Duke  in  His  eye  had  not  thbuglit 
proper  to  make  any  reply  to  his  quefijon,' 
he  begged  their  Lordfhips  to  hold  it  m 
mind,  that  the  noble  Duke  had  faid'jn  his 
former  fpeech,  that  he  did  not  charge  him 
with  haying  aded  in  the  uncohftitutional 
manner,  thb  rumours  and  the  nevyfpaper 
paragraphs  had  dared  to  ftate.  It  was  rie- 
ceflary  that  it  fhould  be  fo  underftood. 
What  the  advice  wa?,  that  he  had  given 
his  Majefty,  it  was  not  then  neceflary  for 
him  to  recite ;  but  when  his  Majefty  (hould 
give  him  permiffion  to  divulge  it,  he 
ihould  venture  to  afllire  their  Lordfhips, 
that  it  would  be  found  to  be  the  advice  of 
an  honeft  man.  With  regard  to  the  mat-* 
ter  before  them,  the  confideration,  whether 
the  Counfel,  who  had  declared  they  beg- 
ged to  be  indulged  till  morning,  fliould  be 
ordered  to  proceed  or  not,  their  Lordfhips 
would  determine  as  they  thought  proper. 
He  was  a  young  man,  capable  of  continu- 
ing there  as  long  as  any  one  of  them  ;  but 
their  Lordfliips  ought  to  confider,  that 
-"-^'  O  they 
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they  had  tliofe  among  them  not  quite  fo 
young,  nor  fo  fit  to  endure  fatigue.     The 
bill  in  every  point  of  view  was  fuch  a  bill 
as  ought  not  to  be  hurried.     From  the  evi- 
dence that  had  been  laid  before  them  that; 
day,  it  was  evident   that  it  was  a  diredi 
violation  of  the  rights  and  franchifes  of  the 
Eaft-India  Company,  rights  and  franchifes 
veiled  in  them  by  a  great  variety  of  char-, 
ters  and  a6ls  of  Parliament.     This  was  a 
confideration  that  muft  come  home  to  the 
bofom  of  every  Englifhman,   and  was  fuf^ 
ficiently  important  to  juftify  the  moft  furi- 
ous   ckliberation ;    but   there   was  another 
iconlideration  ftill  more  iniportant,  and  that 
was,  the  new  and  unconftitutional   power 
Jt  would   create.     This  his    I>ordfhip  en-, 
larged  upon  as  a  matter  which  called  for 
the  moft  fcrupulous  care  on  the  part  of  the 
Houfe ;  he  concluded,  therefore,  with  hope-«. 
ing  they  would  adjourn,  in  order  to  give^ 
the  Counfcl  an  opportunity  of  proceeding- 
with  the  reft  of  their  evidence  in  the  morn-i 

The 
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The  Duke  of  Portland  rofe  again,  and 
faid,  he  had  not  hi  his  former  fpeech  made 
any  charge  againft  the  noble  Earl,  nor  did 
he  then  mean  to  make  any  fpecific  charge. 
The  rumours  he  had  before  alluded  to, 
had  given  him  very  ferious  alarm,  becaufe 
they  fpoke  confidently  of  a  mode  of  inter- 
ference having  been  pradifed,  with  a  view 
to  defeat  the  bill,  unknovirn  to  the  confti- 
tution,  and  which  had  not  been  heard  of 
in  that  country,  at  leaft  not  for  a  long 
time.  But  he  begged  leave  to  affure  the 
noble  Earl,  that  he  did  not  take  up  the 
rumour  froni  a  newfpaper ;  he  had  not 
known  It  had  got  into  the  newfpapers,  till 
the  noble  Duke  produced  that,  which  he 
had  read  the  paragraph  from  a  little  before. 
The  rumours  had  been  notorious,  and  not 
confined  to  any  particular  fet  of  individu- 
als, but  had  been  in  every  body's  mouth, 
all  over  the  town,  for  the  laft  three  or  four 
days.  The  fa<9:s  aflerted  in  thofe  rumour^,  A 
if  proved,  were  of  a  moft  lerious  nature, 
and  {uch  as  would,  in  that  cafe,  make  it 
necciTary  for  him  to  ground  a  propofition 
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to  their  Lordfhips  upon,  in  which  he  had 
no'maniter.  of  doubt  but  the  whole  Houfe 
>vould  go  along  with  bipi. 

Lord  Vifcount  Townfliend  faid,  he  had 
wiflied  to  liiy  a  few  words,  if  it  were  only 
for  the  purpofe  of  calling  their  Lordfhips' 
attention  back  again  to  the  fubjeft,  that 
had  firft  given  rife  to  the  debate,  which 
had  taken  fo  extraordinary  a  turn.  It  was, 
whether  the  Counfel  at  the  bar  (hould  be 
indulged  till  the  next  morning  to  prepare 
themfelves  farther,  ol:  (hould  be  ordered  to 
proceed  in  the  beft  manner  they  could 
then  ?  This  qiiefiion  had  been  ftarted  an 
hour  fince ;  fo  that  out  of  compaffion  to 
the  two  learned  geulemen,  who  delired  tp. 
proceed  no  farther,  that  Houfe  had  gone 
into  a  debate,  and  kept  them  (landing  at 
the  bar  a  full  hour,  as  little  regarded  as  a 
couple  of  hackney  coach-horfes  (landing  at 
an  ale-houfe  door.  The  requeft  of  the 
two  learned  gentlemen,  his  Lordfhip  faid, 
if  complied  with,  he  hoped  was  not  meant 
as  a  beginning  of  more  procraflination  than 
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that  of  a  fingle  day.  H^  had  npt,ryet 
heard  anything  againft  the  bill  that- had 
induced  hiai  to  think  upon  it  in  any  other 
light,  ,than  that  in  which  the  noble_Duke 
at  the  head  of  the  Treafury  had  placed  it. 
But  he  was.  certain,  if  it  pafl'ecj  at  all,;  it; 
was  neceflary  to  pafs  with,  difpatch.  Tha 
feafon  required  it.  Every  body  knew  that 
it  could  not  be  fent  out  to  India  fo  as  to 
take  effefl  there  early,  unlefs  it  went  in 
February ;  there  was  an  end  of  any  refor- 
mation in  India,  therefore,  for  another  year, 
fhould  it  not  be  fent  out  in  that  month ; 
and  it  was  for  this  reafon,  without  mean- 
ing to  give  offence  to  any  individual  Lords, 
that  he  earneftly  hoped  no  management,  no. 
endeavours  to  occafion  delay,  would  be 
pradlifed.  His  Lord  (hip  repeated  what  he 
had  faid  on  Tuefday  laft,  that  he  never 
faw  a  bill  more  deliberately,  nor  more  care- 
fully condu£^ed  through  a  Committee,  than 
this  bill  had  been  condui^ed  through  the 
Committee  of  the  Houle  of  Common?. 
Every  objedlion  had  been  iiftened  to,  and 
every  reafonable   alteration    adopted.     He      y^^^ 

wifhed, 
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tvi?he3,  ttiereforc,  as  little  delay  as  poffible 
might  now  attend  it.  With  regard  to 
what  a  noble  Duke,  his  fuccefljr  and  his 
predecelTor  in  office,  had  faid  about  influ- 
ence, he  was  a  litlle  furprized.  That 
noble  Duke,  upon  a  coalition  having  been 
formed  before  that,  now  fo  much  con- 
demned, and  which  had  proved  far  more 
uftpleafant  to  him,  had  been  made  Mafter 
General  of  the  Ordnance.  The  noble  Duke 
then  pu-t  his  own  friends  info  office.  No- 
body blamed  himi  for  it;  but  if  influence 
was  to  be  talked  of,  what  had  turned  his 
friends  Mr.  Stfachey,  Mr.  Adam,  and 
others  otit?  Nothing  but  influence.  Every 
tmn'  at  the  head  of  an  office  naturally 
Rked  to  have  thofe  about  him,  in  whom 
he  placed  confidence.  For  this  reafon  it 
was,  that  when  he  came  in  again  he 
brought  back  his  old  friends.  The  Ord- 
nance had  been  called  an  Augean  ftable. 
The  noble  Duke  had  fet  about  cleanfing  it, 
smd  he  thought  his  friends  could  bed  affift 
his  laf)ours.  He  in  like  manner  chofe  to 
trull  his,  becaufe  he  thought  they  could  re- 
move 
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move  tlje  dirt  away  as  fall  as  any  otlie? 
people.  But,  to  return  to  the  queftion. 
he  wldied  their  Lordihips  would  relieve 
the  gentlemen  at  the  bar 

Earl  FltzwlUIam  fald,  he  was  glad  the. 
noble  Duke  had  mentioned  the  rumcur§ 
that  had  lately  prevailed,  fince  it  had  af- 
forded the  noble  Earl  fo  fair  an  opportu-' 
nity  of  anfvvering,  and  declaring  them, 
falfe. 

Earl  Temple  defired  the  noble  Earl  not 
to  mifunderftand  him.  He  had  given  no- 
anfwer  either  one  way  or  the  other,  nor 
would  he  give  any  anfwer,  till  a  plain, 
dire£l,  and  fpecific  charge  was  urged  :  That 
he  would  meet  without  (hrinking ;  but  he 
would  only  treat  rumours  and  newfpapcr 
libels  with  contempt, 

Earl  Fitzwilliam  again  urged  It  to  the 
Houfe,  that  the  Counfel's  declaration  of  his 
not   having    received    his   inftru(5lions   till 
eleven   o'Qlock  the  preceding  evening,  al- 
though 
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though  fo  much  time  had  elapfed  fince  the 
contents  of  the  bill  were  known,  very  for- 
cibly imprefled  his  mind  with  a  fufpicion, 
that  a  .plan  of  procraftination  and  affeded 
deltiy  was  adopted  .with  a  view .  to  defeat 
the  bill's  fuccefg.  He  therefore  declared,  he 
could  not  confent  to  the  motion  of  ad- 
journment. With  regard  to  the  aflertion 
-of  a  noble  Duke,  that  the  Minifter  who 
Ihould  advife  the  Grown  to  fupport  a  bill 
depending  in  Parliament,  and  endavour 
to  influence  the  Crown  in  its  favour,  would 
a£l  unconftitutionallv,  he  denied  the  doc- 
trine.  If  he  knew  any  thing  of  the  Britifh 
conftitution,  the  reverfe  was  the  fa6l.  The 
Grown  could  do  no  wrong.  The  Minif- 
ter  alone  was  refponfible  for  every  meafure 
of  government,-  while  he  was  in  office. 
He  had  a  right,  therefore,  conflitutionally, 
to  exert  his  influence  with  the  Crown,  and' 
indeed  it  would  be  impoffible  for  any  go- 
vernment to  go  on  without  fuch  exertion. 
The  cafe  was  widely  different,  as  the  ru- 
mour ftated  the  facSts,  to  which  the  noble 
Duke  had  alluded,  when  he  fpoke  of  the 
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aiarm,  which  the  rumour  that  prevailed 
unlverfliUy  for  the  three  laft  days  had  oc* 
cafioned.  The  rumour  confidently  faid, 
that  the  noble  Earl  in  his  tye  ha'd  advifed 
his  Majefty  againft 

Earl  Temple  rofe  immediately,  and  de- 
fired  that  the  noble  Earl's  words  might  be 
taken  down. 

The  Earl  of  Carlifle  reminded  their 
Lordfhips,  that  according  to  the  order  of  the 
Houfe,  when  any  noble  Lord's  words  were 
moved  to  be  taken  down,  the  bar  muft  be 
cleared. 

Strangers  were  upon  this  ordered  to 
withdraw. 

While  they  were  out,  as  Earl  Fitz- 
vvilliam  merely  ftated  the  fads  alledged 
againft  Earl  Temple  as  matter  of  rumour. 
Earl  Temple  begged  pardon  for  having 
given  their  Lordfhips  fo  much  trouble,  and 
waved  his  requeft  of  having  the  words 
taken  down. 

P  The 
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The  queftion  of  adjournment  was  then 
put,  and  the  Houfe  divided. 

Contents     -     6^         Not  contents     ^'/ 
Proxies  -    -     i8         Proxies    -    -     22 

87  79 

Majority  for  the  adjournment  8 

W  E  D  N  E  s  D  AY,   December  1 7. 

In  purfuance  of  the  order  of  the  day 
the  Lords  were  fummoned  on  the  fecond 
reading  of  the  bill  for  better  regulating  the 
affairs  of  the  Eaft-India  Company,  &c, 
which  being  read, 

Earl  Gower  rofe,  and  obferved,  that, 
from  the  bill  itfelf,  and  from  what  he  had 
heard  fo  clearly,  ably,  and  diftindlv  urged 
at  the  bar,  he  could  not  refift  the  impulfe 
of  declaring  his  diflent  to  the  bill.  He  felt 
It  fo  forcibly,  that  he  fhould  not  be  fatis- 
fied  with  giving  it  a  filent  negative — it 

went 
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went  to  condemn  where  no  criminality  was 
proved — it  went  to  rob  a  body  of  men  of 
their  corporate  rights,  without  the  appear- 
ance of  guilt,  nay,  when  their  innocence 
was  clearly  eftabliflied.  It  had  been  called 
a  bold  and  rapid  meafure ;  it  was  a  bold 
one  he  would  admit,  for,  as  it  appeared  to 
him,  it  militated  againft  the  coriftitution  of 
this  country — he  was  happy  to  f^e  it  was 
confidered  as  of  the  greateft  confequence  by 
many  noble  Lords,  as  well  as  himfelf,  and 
had  brought  them,  as  it  had  done  him, 
from  their  country  retirements.  He  had 
not  thought  of  coming  to  town  until  he 
received  a  copy  of  this  bill,  whivh  he  no 
fooner  read,  than  its  alarming  tendency 
made  him  determine  to  fet  off  and  give 
what  weight  he  polhbly  could  towards  its 
rejedion — that  Houfe  had  proceeded  with 
the  moft  tenacious  precaution  when  a  body 
of  people  were  to  be  deprived  of  their 
franchifes  in  another  cafe,  and  were  fatis- 
fied  of  their  delinquency  before  they  would 
give  their  fandion  and  allent  to  fuch  a 
fneafure ;  had  any  dciinqency  been  proved, 
P  2  had 
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had  any  been  attempted,  by  which  thcf« 
men  had  forfeited  their  chartered  rights  ? 
Certainly  not.  It  was  faid  they  are  bank- 
rupts. Was  that  the  fad  ?  Had  not  the 
contrary  been  clearly  adduced,  from  au- 
thentic papers,  documents,  and  ftatements 
which  they  had  produced  in  their  own  be- 
half, and  were  now  upon  their  Lordfliips' 
table  ?  He  would,  however,  ftate  what  ap- 
peared to  him  the  pretended  and  the  real 
caufe  for  this  bill.  It  was  once  pretended, 
that  from  the  circumftances  of  the  Company, 
the  mifmanagement  of  their  Diredors,  and 
the  difobedience  of  their  fervants  abroad, 
a£tual  ruin  feared  them  in  the  face,  and 
made  a  necelfity  for  Parliament  to  inter- 
fere, to  fave  them  from  ruin.  The  real 
Gaufe,  he  fufpected,  was  the  amazing  pa- 
\j  tronage  that  would  be  acquired  to  the  Mi- 
nifter  by  this  new  arrangement.  There 
might  be  a  neceffity  for  keeping  the  prefent 
Adminiftration  upon  folid  grounds,  with- 
out the  apprehenfion  of  being  removed ;  and 
the  influence  that  would  undoubtedly  be  ac- 
quired by  this  meafure  under  that  conlider- 

ation. 
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ati«n,  was  very  far  from  being  contempti- 
ble :  but  was  that  fufficient  for  their  Lord- 
fhips  to  confent  to  a  v^iolation  of  charter, 
to  the  feizure  of  property,  and  the  annihi- 
lation of  a  Company  which  had  maintained 
its  credit  as  the  firft  commercial  Company 
in  the  world  for  upwards  of  two  centuries  ? 
Surely  not.  They  would  be  convinced, 
that  the  neceflity  for  this  violent  meafurc 
did  adually  exift,  before  they  would  adopt 
it.  If  the  bill  fliould  pafs,  which  he  truft- 
ed  would  never  be  the  cafe,  and  the  influ- 
ence that  it  would  really  throw  into  the 
hands  of  the  Minifter  was  confidered,  he 
conceived  that  the  title  with  propriety  might 
be  altered  to,  An  A&.  for  regulating  the 
Eaft-India  Company,  for  the  better  Go- 
vernment of  Great  Britain. 

The  Earl  of  Carlide  declaredi  that  if  he 
could  agree  in  any  point  which  had  fallen 
from  his  noble  relation,  it  was  in  the  able 
manner  in  which  the  Counfcl  at  their  Locd- 
fhips'  bar  had  flood  forth  in  the  caufe  of  their 
employers ;  but  at  the  fame  time  he  en- 

treated 


treated  the  Houfe  would  recolle^V,  they  had 
heard  only  one  fide  of  the  queftion,  and 
that  the  caufe  muft  be  bad,  indeed,  which 
ihofe  learned  gentlemen  could  not  put  a 
tolerable  face  upon,  efpecially  when  there 
was  no  perf)n  to  contradict  what  they 
aflerted.  The  bill,  in  his  opinion,  was 
highly  necefTary ;  and  he  had  not  drawn  his 
opinion  from  mere  afl'ertions  only,  but  from 
the  actual  ftate  of  the  Company's  affairs : 
their  debt  was  enormous,  and  the  account 
they  had  made  out  was  fallacious  and  er- 
roneous in  the  higheft  degree,  as  he  would 
prove  to  their  Lordlhips — in  t"he  firft  in- 
ftance,  they  had  charged  Government  with 
a  dt;bt  of  4,200,oooL  which  was  by  no 
means  a  fair  eftimate,  becaufe  this  was  not 
due  from  Government  while  the  Company 
held  the  monopoly  of  trade,  and  there  was 
not,  at  prefent,  the  leaft  intention  of  taking 
that  monopoly  from  them.  Allowing, 
however,  that  they  had  a  right  to  ftate  in 
the  account  of  their  property  what  was  due 
from  Government,  that  money  being  funk 
in  the   three   per  cents,   if  tlie  Company 
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chofe  to  call  for  it,  without  Government's 
interference  with  their  monopoly,  they  cer- 
tainly had  no  right  to  eftimate  the  debt  at 
any  higher  rate  than  the  price  of  the  funds 
in    which    that  property  was    veftcd  ;    he 
fhould  therefore   make  a  deduflion.  in  the 
firft  article  of  the  credit  fide  of  their  ac- 
count, of  1,680,000  pounds,  which  would 
reduce  it  to  2,520,000  pounds.     The  like 
objections    were  applicable  to  the   greateft 
part  of  the  eftimate  they  had  produced,  as 
a    vindication    of   their    flourifhing   Hate, 
His  Lordfhip  then  read  the   various  fiate«t 
ments,   and  made  nearly   the   fame  objec-. 
tions  to  them  as  Mr.  Fox  had  done  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons ;   and  cor^cluded  thefe 
obfervations  by  remarking,  that  the  Conif 
pany,   initead  of  having  a  balance  of  up-s 
wards   of  3,000,000!.    they    were    above 
6,ooo,oool.  in  arrears.     This  lituation  of 
their  finances  was  not  the  only  neceffity  for 
the   interference   of  Parliament:    the  pro- 
ceedmgs  of  their  fervants  abroad,  who  paid 
little  or  no  attention  to  the  orders  of  the 
Court  of  Direftors,  were  truly  alarming ; 

they 
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they  were  guilty  of  the  moft  violent  rnt- 
rages,  making  peace  or  war  as  beft  fuited 
their  own  intereft  ;  breaking  treaties  and 
leagues  with  the  different  Princes ;  fweep- 
ing  the  inhabitants  from  the  face  of  the 
earth,  and  committing  ravages  and  enor- 
,mities,  that  were  not  only  a  difgrace  to  the 
Britifli  name,  but  to  humanity  :  from  the 
inability  of  the  Dire£lors,  which  had  been 
plainly  proved ;  for  when  they  had  deter- 
tnined  on  the  removal  of  one  of  their  fer- 
vants,  the  Proprietors  met,  overturned  that 
determination,  and  voted  him  their  thanks 
for  his  conduct,  although  he  had  proceed- 
ed in  open  oppolition  to  the  orders  he  had 
received.  It  was  plain,  therefore,  fome  re- 
gulations were  necefTary,  if  we  wifhed  to 
keep  thofe  territories  ;  and  thefe  regula- 
tions, he  was  firmly  of  opinion,  would  be 
found  in  the  bill  before  the  Houfe,  and 
would  fully  anfvver  the  purpofe,  if  it  was 
permitted  to  pafs.  The  Court  of  Diredlors 
might  contain  many  worthy  members ; 
but  he  did  not  perceive,  that  it  fell  within 
the  capacity  of  twenty-four  merchants  to 
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manage  with  propriety  the  politics  pf  fo 
large  a  territory;  they  might  .9£t  to  the 
heft  of  their  judgment,  but  we  had  glaring 
proofs  they  did  not  always  aft  right ;  and 
when  they  did,  their  orders  were  not  paid 
the  leaft  attention  to.  It  had  been  urged, 
that  the  Company  by  this  bill  was  to  be 
deprived  of  their  property :  but  he  would 
not  admit  that  any  fuch  thing  was  to  be 
the  cafe  ;  it  was  rather  the  contrary  ;  their 
property  being  now  in  a  precarious  fitqa- 
tion,  Government  offered  their  affiftance 
to  take  Qare  of  it  for  them  :  but  what  was 
this  property  ?  It  was  not  the  property  of 
an  individual ;  it  was  a  property  in  which 
the  Public  had  as  great,  if  not  a  much 
greater  ftake  than  the  Company  ;  and  there- 
fore, furely  the  Public,  without  any  UH'- 
conftitutional  principle,  had  a  right  to  ijif 
terfere  and  take  poiTtffion  of  that  property, . 
if  they  faw  it  mifmanaged  and  in  danger  of 
being  annihilated  ;  he  did  not  fay  fo  much 
by  mifmanagement  at  home,  as  by  unwarr 
rantable  proceedings  in  India.  He  did  not 
mean  to  criminate  any  man  in  particular 
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hy  thefe  charges ;  they  were  not  confined 
to  any  one  ;  rapacity  and  difobedicnce  ma- 
ny were  accountable  for :  but  this  regula- 
tion was  rather  intended  to  amend  than 
criminate,  to  prevent  future  delinquency 
than  to  accufe  for  paft.  The  violation  of 
charters  had  alfo  been  much  dwelt  upon ; 
but,  according  to  his  ideas,  the  State  had 
an  undoubted  right  to  make  alterations  in 
thofe  charters  with  which  its  intereft  was 
fo  intimately  connefted.  The  charter  of 
the  India  Company  was  nothing  more  than 
a  mutual  agreement  between  them  and  the 
Public  for  both  their  advantages  ;  they 
were  to  have  a  monopoly  of  the  trade,  to 
the  exciufion  of  the  reft  of  his  Majefty's 
•fubjeds ;  that  monopoly  it  was  ftill  intendr 
ed  they  fhould  polfefs;  and  therefore  he 
did  not  fee  their  charter  was  to  be  violated 
in  the  leaft  inftance.  For  thefe,  among  a 
variety  of  other  reafons,  he  had  been  in- 
duced to  conceive  the  bill  before  the  Houfe 
as  a  meafure  that  ought  to  be  adopted,  be- 
caufe  it  promifed  a  redrefs  of  the  evils  that 
had  long  fublifted,  ^  benefit  to  the  advan- 
y^  tage^ 
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tages  arifing  from  our  commercial  inter- 
courfe,  and  a  permanency  and  ft  ability  to 
the  maintenance  of  our  territorial  poflef- 
fions  in  that  country. 

-r  The  Earl  of  Coventry  wifhed  to  call 
their  Lordlhips'  attention  to  the  dangerous 
innovation  they  were  about  to  adopt ;  that 
of  depriving  a  fet  of  Britifh  fubjeds  of 
their  deareft  rights,  their  franchifes,  and 
their  property.  If  they  were  robbed  of 
their  charter,  they  loft  their  all.  If  char* 
ters  were  fct  at  nought,  there  was  an  end 
of  liberty.  Did  we  not  hold  our  freedom 
under  Magna  Charta  ?  and  was  that  of  fo 
trifling  a  nature,  that  it  was  to  be  treated 
as  nothing  ?  This  meafure  appeared  as  a 
circumftance  of  alarm  to  all  corporate  bo- 
dies. Who  would  fa'',  that  Minifters 
might  not  next  year  think  it  advifeable  to 
put  the  direction  of  the  Bank  into  commif-> 
lion  ?  —  Might  not  the  African  Company 
expert  it  ? — or,  perhaps,  they  might  choofe 
to  appoint  in  future,  the  Mayor  of  the  city 
of  London.  Thefe  were  conclufions  lie 
Q  2  thought 
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thought  every  corporate  body  in  the  king- 
dom had  a  right  to  draw,  provided  the  pre- 
fent  bill  was  not  checked  in  its  career  by 
their  Lordfliips.  He  w^s  fo  far  convinced 
in  his  own  idea,  that  it  was  an  infringe- 
ment of  the  r rights  and  liberties  of  the  fub- 
jefts  of  this  conftitution,  that  he  would 
move  it  fliould  be  rejeded. 

The  Duke  of  Manchefter  was  in  favour 
of  the  bill ;  he  was  fo  fatisfied  of  its  rtecef- 
iity,  that  he  was  refolved  to  give  it  his 
moft  hearty  fupport.  He  believed  the 
Company  in  their  ftatement  had  fet  forth 
many  articles  that  never  would  be  forth- 
coming —  He  would  not  fay,  that  due  from 
the  Court  of  France  for  French  prifoners 
was  of  a  defperate  kind  ;  but  he  feared  the 
receipt  was  not  fo  very  certain,  for  when 
he  had  preflTed  for  it,  they  had  made  a  claim 
of  a  large  fum  for  damages  done  by  the  In- 
dia Company  by  filling  up  the  ditch  at 
Chenadogore.  He  did  not  mean  to  con- 
demn this  meafure ;  it  might  be  defenfible 
in    politics,   although   they   had  no  right 
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whatever  for  fuch  a  proceeding,  and  it  ad- 
mitted an  argument  againft  tlie  demand  of 
the  India  Company.  The  French  Court 
had  not  omitted  taking  that  advantage,  and 
therefore  he  did  not  think  it  ought  to  be 
ftated  as  ca(h  in  hand;  our  lituation  in  In- 
dia, he  was  clear,  made  it  very  requifite  for 
fome  fuch  regulation  as  was  propofed  by 
the  bill  ;  and  unlefs  that,  or  fomcthing  of 
equal  propriety,  took  place,  would  be  found 
to  lie  in  the  utmoft  danger. 

Lord  Rawdon  begged  the  indulgence  of  v 
the  Houfe  while  he  fhould  give  his  fenti- 
ments  upon  the  bill ;  he  would  not  confider 
it  in  the  many  points  of  view  in  which  it 
had  been  fo  often  held  up ;  with  refpeft  to 
the  bankruptcy  of  the  Company,  the  necef- 
fity  or  preffing  occafion  for  paffing  it,  but 
merely  confine  himfelf  to  the  iingle  point 
of  its  policy ;  he  would  not  contend  that 
there  had  not  been  great  rapacity  commit- 
ted by  the  fervants  of  the  Company  in  In- 
dia, and  that  fome  regulations  were  not  very 
much  wanted ;  but  he  would  contend,  this 
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bill  would  not  be  produdlve  of  tbefe  requi- 
iite  regulations ;  it  would  rather  be  produc- 
tive of  an  influence  in  this  country  whvch 
no  Mlnifter  ought  to  be  intrufted  with. 
Did  their  Lordfliips  confider  what  the  pa- 
tronage of  India  was  ?  this  patronage  was 
to  be  vefted  in  the  hands  of  feven  gentle-^ 
men,  who,  it  was  natural  to  fuppofe  were 
"the  friends  of  the  Mlnifter,  and;  therefore 
the  patronage  was  ultimately  in  him;  iffo, 
it  was  an  influence  too  g'-eat  for  any  Mini? 
Iter  to  be  trufted  with ;  and  if  he  fhould  go 
out  of  office,  any  other  adminiftration 
would  be  but  a  fliadow  againft  him.  That 
great  boaft  of  Englifli  liberty,  the  guardians 
of  the  people,  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  he 
found  would  no  longer  be  an  independent 
body,  but  would  contain  a  corrupt,  and 
influenced  majority.  This  he  thought  a 
fufficient  reafon  for  their  Lordfhips  to  af- 
fume  their  dignity,  and  rejeft'  a  bill  that  had 
fuch  an  appreheniive  profpe(£t  for  its  ten- 
dency.— His  objedion  to  it  arofe  not  from 
party  motives  ;  he  wifhed  not  for  any  fuch 
connedion ',  but,  from  the  principle  of  the 

bill 
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bill  itfelf,  and  that  fuch  a  bill,  fraught  with 
-fuch  influence,  fhould  meet  with  fupport  in 
noble  Lords  who  had  flood  forth  its  ad- 
vocates, was  to  him  very  furprifing ;  one  of 
them,  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the 
-Treafury,  of  whom  he  had  the  higheft 
opinion,  nor  was  his  veneration  for  the 
character  of  another  n  >ble  Lord,  who  filled 
;a  high  office  in  adminiftration,  lefs;  that 
they  {hould  give  fandlion  to  a  meafure 
which  was  palpably  the  meafure  of  a  Minif- 
ter ;  and  for  what  purpofe  ?r — If  their  Lord- 
ihips  faw  it  in  the  fame  point  of  view  he 
did,  they  would,  like  him,  execrate  it.  He 
trufled,  therefore,  for  their  own  honour, 
for  the  purity  of  the  conftitution,  and  rights 
and  privileges  of  the  people  at  large,  the 
Houfe  would  join  with  him  in  giving  the 
<:ommitment  of  the  bill  a  negative. 

Lord  Sandwich  paid  many  compliments 
to  the  laft  noble  Lord,  for  the  candour  in 
which  he  had  fo  ably  defcanted  on  the  bill ; 
but  at  the  fame  time  obferved  he  was  from 
principle,  in  many  points  obliged  to  differ 

from 
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from  him  ;  he  did  not  perceive  the  ill  con* 
fequences  which  the  noble  Lord  apprehend- 
ed, and  he  was  thoroughly  fatisfied  of  the 
l\eceffity  for  doing  fomething  fpeedily  for 
•the  falvation  of  the  Company.  The  noble 
Lord  had  admitted  there  were  fcenes  of 
rapacity  committed  in  India,  which  called 
aloud  for  a  check ;  the  Directors  had  been 
found,  by  experience,  inadequate  to  the  tafk ; 
their  orders  were  difregarded,  and  their 
commands  held  for  nothing  :  he  would  give 
their  Lordfhips,  a  particular  inilance — it 
happened  that  one  of  the  Princes,  by  the 
death  of  his  father,  came  to  the  government 
of  his  dominions  while  a  minor;  being  in 
friendfhip  with  the  Company,  they  thought 
they  could  not  do  lefs  than,  as  his  protestor 
and  friend,  to  fee  to  his  education;  for 
this  purpofe  the  Directors  fent  over,  that 
one  of  the  moft  able  and  beft  mafters  (hould 
be  procured  for  his  inftruflion  ;  and  the 
fervants  to  whom  thefe  orders  went,  obeyed 
thefe  orders ;  but  how,  and  who,  and  what 
was  this  well-inftru<3ed  teacher? — Would 
your  Lordfhips  believe  it,  they  adually  put 

him 
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him  under  the  care  of  an  old  woman ;  nay, 
this  was  not  all,  but  the  moft  improper  old 
woman  in  the  country — they  pafled  over 
his  own,  and  put  him  under  the  care  of  his 
ftep-mother — did  not  this  appear  as  a  plain 
mockery  of  the  orders  they  received  ?  He 
by  no  means  objefted  to  this  tutor,  becaufe 
ihc  was  a  female,  for  he  was  aware,  and  the 
experience  of  many  of  their  Lordftiips  could 
prove,  that  the  inftrudions  and  alliftance 
of  females  was  of  the  greateft  fervice,  but 
then  it  was  females  who  had  received  an 
European  education,  and  not  one  who  had 
been  taken  from  a  feragiio,  and  in  a  country 
where  they  are  not  allowed  to  think  of  a 
future  ftate;  this  however  was  thought 
a  fufficient  inftrudiion  for  the  young  Prince, 
or  rather,  as  it  appeared  to  him,  done  in 
dlre£t  oppoiition  to  the  Directors.  Was 
not  this  fufficient  to  (hew  their  Lordlhips 
how  inadequate  the  Court  of  Dire<9:ors  were 
to  the  talk  of  conducing  and  enforcing 
regulations  for  the  advantage  of  the  Com- 
pany ?  He  had  no  particular  objeftion  to 
any  one  of  thefe  Diredlors  ;  and  yet  he  muft 
>    R  obferve 
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obferve,  that  no  great  things  ought  to  be 
expected  from  them,  if  it  was  but  recollefted 
from  what  a  motley  groupe  they  were  elec- 
ted, men,  women,  children,  young  and  old, 
foreigners,   Jews,  Papifts,  and  Proteftants; 
together   with  the  interefts  of  the  different 
fervants    in  India,  whofe  friends  were  fo 
numerous,    as   to  render  thefe    gentlemen 
here,  more  their  conftituents  than  their  maf- 
ters ;    no  wonder  then  fo   little   attention 
was  paid  to  their  dire(Slion.     Thofe  who 
had  objected  to  this  bill  had  argued  a  great 
deal  on  the  ftate  of  their  property  :  he  would 
not  fay  they  were  bankrupts,  but  they  had 
done  that,  which  if  any  individual  merchant 
had  committed,  he  would  have  been  looked 
upon  as  a  bankrupt.     Bills  had  become  due, 
and  they  bad  not  wherewithal  to  pay  them,^ 
They   had  called   their  creditors  together, 
and  afked  for  time  ;    with  refpedl  to  taking 
their  property,  and  vefling  it  in  other  hands, 
it  was  no  more  than  would  happen  in  private 
life;    their  affairs    were  in  that   fituation 
to  make  them  apply  to  their  friends  for 
affiftance,   and  tiiey  had  produced  to  the 
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perfons  agreeable  to  lend  them  afliftance, 
a  ftatement  of  their  accounts ;  on  the  exa- 
mination of  which,  the  friends  ft  ill  are  wil- 
ling to  give  that  afliftance,  but  obferve 
your  property  is  greatly  mortgaged,  your 
circumftances  are  greatly  mifmanaged  :  we 
will  extricate  you  if  poffible,  yet  left  we 
fhould  be  involved  in  ruin  with  you,  we 
will  appoint  perfons  that  can  he  trufted  to 
have  the  care  of  the  property;  this  is  the 
plain  cafe ;  the  public  are  thofe  friends,  and, 
doubtltfs  ought  to  have  fome  fecurity  for 
their  truft.  His  LordQiip  dwelt  for  a  con- 
fiderable  time  on  the  enormities  committed 
abroad,  defended  the  bill  in  a  moft  able 
manner,  and  concluded  by  recommending  it 
as  worthy  the  approbation  of  the  Houfe. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Lord  Wal- 
ifingham  rofe  together :  His  Grace  begged 
to  be  heard  firft,  becaufe  he  was  anxious  to 
fay  a  few  words,  and  he  was  fure  from 
the  very  valuable  fund  of  information 
which  the  noble  Lord  poflefled  upon  the 
fubjecl  of  India,  he  fhould  have  no  chance 
R  2  of 
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of  being  attended  to  by  their  Lordfbips^ 
if  the  noble  Lord  was  to  fpeak  before  him. 
He  faid,  the  Houfe  was  to  be  determined 
by  the  arguments  and  proofs,  and  not  by 
the  declamation  of  Coiinfel,  a  term  which 
had  been  nfed  by  the  noble  Duke  who 
fpoke  before  him.  That  they  had  proved 
the  affairs  of  the  Company  to  be  far  from 
that  ruinous  ftate  In  which  they  were  repre- 
fented  to  be.  That,  after  perfonal  liberty, 
private  property  was  firft  under  the  protec- 
tion of  the  law.  If  the  Company  have  com- 
mitted afts  that  warrant  a  forfeiture  of  their 
charter,  why  not  try  them  before  a  Court  of 
Judicature  ?  If  they  are  guilty  of  criminal 
bffences,  let  them  be  arraigned  as  criminals. 
The  interference  of  the  Legiflature,  he  in- 
lifted,  was,  in  fuch  cafe,  an  infraftion  of 
liberty  ;  and  though  fome  cafes  might  war- 
rant the  interference  of  the  Legiflature,  yet 
that  this  was  not  one  of  that  nature.  The 
Company's  charter  had  been  renewed  only 
two  years  back ;  gentlemen  had  purchafed 
that  ftocl^,  relying  upon  that  charter. 

He' 
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He  had  often  heard  it  urged  as  an  argu- 
ment againft  eqnaliznig  the  land-tax,  that 
eftates  had  been  purchafed  under  a  confi- 
dence that  the  Legiflature  would  not  equa- 
lize it.  Would  not  this  argument  apply 
more  ftrongly  to  the  prefent  cafe  of  the 
Proprietors  of  India  Stock,  who  had  pur- 
chafed under  the  confidence  that  Govern- 
ment would  not  abrogate  or  annul  a  Char- 
ter, which  was  only  two  years  fince  folemn- 
\y  renewed.  This  bill,  his  Grace  obferved, 
was  fuppofed  by  fome  noble  Lords  to  be  in- 
tended merely  to  increafe  the  power  of  a 
certain  Secretary,  for  whom,  notwithftand- 
ing  his  diiference  with  him  in  politics,  he 
had  a  moft  fincere  friendfhip  and  efteeni. 
[Here  the  Duke  made  fome  handfome  en- 
comiums on  his  honourable  relation,  which 
it  is  needlefs  for  us  to  report  minutely] ; 
but  however  this  bill  might  tend  to  increafe 
the  influence  of  an  individual,  his  principal 
objection  to  it,  confidered  in  this  light,  arole 
from  the  dangerous  innovation  it  made  in 
the  conftitiition,  by  confounding  the  pow- 
ers of  Government,  and  by  giving  to  a 
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branch  of  the  legiflative  a  part  of  the  ex- 
ecutive power.  That  this  bill  placed  the 
government  of  India  in  the  hands  of  the 
Commons,  and  their Lordfhips  need  only  re- 
cur to  Holland  to  remark,  how  improper 
a  democratic  affembly  is  to  manage  the 
execution  of  public  affairs.  He  wjjs  againft 
the  bill  going  into  a  Committee,  where  a 
noble  Duke,  who  had  fpoken  before  him, 
faid,  it  might  be  fo  altered  and  modified, 
as  to  meet  with  the  concurrence  of  the 
Houfe;  but,  he  urged,  that  no  amendments 
or  alterations  could  be  eflfedled  to  redify 
what  was  in  itielf  wrong  ab  initio  ;  that  he 
did  not  approve  of  the  general  principle : 
a  vafl  contment  in  India  was  to  be  govern- 
ed by  feven  Commiflioners,  relident  in  Bri- 
tain, who  were  to  tranfmit  their  orders  to 
6fficers  appointed  in  India,  to  carry  them 
into  execution.  But  he  appealed  to  their 
Lordfhips,  if  orders,  which  were  exceedingly 
proper  at  the  moment  they  were  given, 
might  not  be  highly  the  reverfe  at  the 
moment  of  execution.     No  orders    were, 
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m  fad,  to  be  implicitly  obeyed;  and  on 
every  trial  for  difobedience  of  orders  it 
has  always  been  enquired,  whetiier  fucli 
difobedience  of  orders  was  necefiarv  or 
not.  He  needed  not  to  remind  their 
Lordfhips  of  a  recent  tranfadlon  at  Sa- 
ratoga. Here  it  was  difputed,  and  remains 
to  this  moment  a  doubt,  whether  General 
Burgoync's  orders  were  peremptory  or  difcre- 
tional.  Befides,  he  faw  nothing  in  the  bill  by 
which  the  new  Commiffioners  were  inverted 
with  powers  fuperior  to  thofe  of  the  old  Di- 
rectors; nor  did  hefec  why  the  power  invefted 
in  the  Commiffioners,  might  not  as  well  be 
confided  to  the  Directors.  The  evidence, 
his  Grace  contended,  was  partial  and  infuf- 
ficient,  and  that  it  was  abfurd  to  imagine 
that  their  LordQiips  could  derive  an  ade- 
quate information  from  a  few  papers  laid 
upon  the  table,  by  a  member  who  was  pro- 
feiledly  an  advocate  for  the  bill.  If  a  full 
and  fufficient  inveftigation  of  the  Com- 
pany's affiiirs  be  required,  and  without  fuch 
full  inveftigation  it  would  be  the  hcighth 
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of  Injuftice  to  deprive  them  of  their  pro- 
perty, and  annihilate  their  charter;  why 
not  eoramit  it  to  feven  or  eight  members  of 
the  Houfe  ? — to  a  fmall  committee — be- 
fore which  alone,  and  not  before  the  whole 
Houfe,  fo  complicated  a  detail  could  be 
examined  and  enquired  into  with  effe£l:. 
To  cxcufe  the  violation  of  the  Company's 
property,  it  had  been  urged,  that  there  are 
two  kinds  of  property ;  one  pofitive,  and  the 
other  qualified,  in  which  the  public  had  a 
fhare  or  were  interefted.  But,  his  Grace 
maintained,  that  there  is  no  property  in  the 
kindom  but  what  the  public  has  fome  in- 
tereft  in  ;  as  it  is  only  of  the  aggregate  pof- 
feffions  of  individuals,  that  the  public  pro- 
perty confifts.  He  infifted,  that  the  Coun- 
fcl  had  laid  a  juft,  txaO:  ftatement  of  the  - 
Company's  property  before  their  Lord- 
fiiips  ;  and  in  the  objedions  that  had  been 
ftated  to  it,  by  a  noble  Lord,  who  ipoke, 
laft,  he  could  have  wifhed  that  one  circum- 
ftance  had  been  omitted,  viz.  the  mention 
of  the  improbability  of  recovering  a  debt 
from  the  Court  of  France ;   and  he  could 

not 
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not  but  think  it  improper  and  impolitic  in 
the  noble  Duke  to  introduce  it,  though  he 
knew  not  but  the  noble  Duke  might  be  au- 
thorifed  by  his  inftru6:ions  to  do  it,  whilft 
a  negociation,  relative  to  that  very  demand, 
was  pending  ;  for  it  could  not  be  imagined 
but  that  the  French  Miniftry  woul,d  take 
the  advantage  of  the  Ambaffador's  declara- 
tion, and  in  confequence  of  what  he  faid, 
be  ftill  more  inclined  to  difpute  the  Com- 
pany's demand,  and  with-hold  the  payment 
of  it. 

This  called  up  the  Duke  of  Manchefter, 
who  faid,  he  fhould  be  happy  to  meet  the 
noble  Lord  who  fpoke  laft  ;  and  after  com- 
municating to  him  his  inftru^lions,  convince 
him  that  he  had  neither  been  guilty  of  im- 
prudence or  impolicy,  in  what  he  had  faid 
relative  to  the  demand  made  by  the  Eaft- 
India  Company  on  the  Court  of  France, 
He  had  only  urged  it  as  a  fallacious  ftate- 
ment,  to  fet  down  as  cafli,  what  was  ftill  a 
matter  of  litigation;  and,  to  fay  the  beft 
of  it,  doubtful  in  the  iflue, 
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The  Diike  of  Richmond,  in  reply,  faid, 
all  he  meant  was  to  infiniiate  the  impolicy 
of  touching  on  a  matter  in  that  Houfe,  from 
the  difcuffion  of  which,  an  advantage  might, 
and  moft  probably  would,  be  taken  by  the 
adverfary. 

The  Duke  of  Mancheller  rofe  once  more, 
and  delared,  that  he  had  divulged  nothing 
that  ought  to  be  kept  iecret,  or  that  could 
give  the  Court  of  France  any  advantage  in 
the  difcuffion  of  the  article  alluded  to. 

Lord  Walfingham  obferved,  that  after 
the  very  flattering  diftinsEtion,  and  the  ve- 
ry undeferved  compliments  that  had  been 
beftowcd  upon  him  by  the  noble  Duke  in, 
the  blue  ribband,  their  Lordffiips  might  be 
led  to  expcft  an  ampler  difcuffion  of  the 
fubje£l  before  them  than  he  was  able  to 
give  it;  it  would  certainly,  therefore,  be 
neceffiiry  for  hin\  to  apologize  to  their 
Lordfliips  for  the  very  imperfect  manner  in 
which  he  (hould  deliver  his  fentiments  up- 
on the  moft  important  fubjeft  that,  per- 
haps. 
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haps,    had  ever  engaged   their   Lordlhips' 
attention.     The  bill  then  before  the  Houfe 
was  a  bill  which  certainly  took  away  from 
the  proprietors  of  Eaft-India  ftock,   all  ma- 
nagement or  Interference  in  their  own  af- 
fairs.    It  tended,   undoubtedly,    to   depre- 
ciate the  value  of  their  ftock  ;  becaufe  eve- 
ry proprietor  of  that  Company  had  certain- 
ly   a  right   to  confider   the   (hare  of  pa- 
tronage, which  he  heretofore  enjoyed,  as 
a  part  of  the  rights  and  privileges  to  which 
he  was  entitled,   and  that  no  lawful  advan- 
tage,   which    the  pofleffion   of   his   ftock 
gave  him,  was  to  be  forfeited,  without  de- 
linquency fully  proved  againft  the  Eaft-In- 
dia  Company.      Having  ftated   this  very 
fully,    his  Lordfhip  declared,  that,  admit- 
ting the  neceffity  of  the  interference  of  Go- 
vernment to  be  apparent,  that  interference 
ihould  be  fuch  as  the  Conftitutlon  of  this 
country   knows,    and    acknowledges.      If 
the   controling   power,     now  enjoyed   by 
his  Majefty's   Minifters,  is   not  fufficient, 
or  if  the  affairs  of  India  are  of  fuch  a  mag-        / 
nitude  as  ta  require  a  new  eftablifhment,    ^ 
S  2  let 
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let  there  be  appointed  a  third  Secretary  of 
State ;  but  let  the  patronage  of  the  Com- 
pany remain  with  the  Diredors  and  Pro- 
prietors. I  contend,  faid  his  Lordfliip, 
that  if  we  touch  that,  we  feize  their  pro- 
perty. Let  this  office  be  eftabliflied,  as  it 
ought  to  be,  under  the  Crown.  This 
country  can  know  no  other  executive  power 
but  that  of  the  Crown,  I  hold  this  to  be 
the  firft  principle  of  our  Conftitution  ;  and 
when  we  eftablifh  any  other  power  in  the 
kingdom,  we  deftroy  the  Conftitution. 
There  is  another  point,  my  Lords,  in 
which  I  differ  moft  materially  —  The 
friends  of  this  bill  contend,  that  the  Go- 
vernment of  India  jfhould  be  in  this  coun- 
try. It  is  impoffible,  my  Lords ;  you 
rnuft  govern  India,  in  India ;  and  from 
the  moment  a  contrary  fyftem  is  adopted, 
the  lofs  of  India  will  not  be  very  diftant. 
Do  we  not  all  know,  my  Lords,  that  the 
powers  of  men's  minds  have  been  called 
forth  in  India,  in  a  very  wonderful  manner, 
by  the  unexpefted  events  which  have  tran- 
fpired  in  that  country:  but  ;he  momen; 

you 
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you  deprive  the  Government  upon  the  fpot 
from  difcovering  and  rewarding  merit  — 
the  moment  you  fill  up  all  offices  in  that 
country  from  this,  thofe  great  efforts  of 
the  human  mind,  which  have  been  exerted 
to  our  admiration  and  furprife,  will  appear 
no  longer.  Shall  Mr.  Haftings,  or  any 
Other  Governor  General  who  may  fucceed 
him,  be  the  judge  of  merit  under  his  own 
eye;  or  feven  men,  at  the  diftance  of 
twelve  thoufand  miles  from  the  feat  of  ac- 
tion. With  refpeft  to  the  ftate  of  the 
Company's  affairs,  one  of  the  reafons  af 
figned  for  the  prefent  bill — I  think  it  prof- 
perous,  all  circumftances  confidered ;  nor 
do  1  fee  how  the  feven  new  Directors  can 
fill  their  Treafury  any  more  than  the 
twenty-four  gentlemen  who  are  to  be  re- 
moved. As  to  the  mifmanagement  of  the 
Company's  affairs  abroad,  that,  my  Lords, 
is  a  wide  field. 

I  profefs  myfelf  an  admirer,  a  great  ad- 
mirer of  Mr.  Haftings  ;  but,  my  Lords, 
I  am  not  fo  enthufiaftic  an  admirer  of  that 

gentle- 
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gentleman  as  to  fuppofe,  that,  in  the  twclv^C' 
years  of  his  government,  there  are  no  parts 
of  his  conduct  not  reprehenfible.  Not 
that,  my  Lords,  I  will  fay,  and  with 
confidence,  if  that  great  man  had  been  re- 
mov^ed  during  the  war,  we  fhould  not  now 
be  difputing  as  to  the  mode  by  which  wc 
fhould  govern  India,  becaufe,  my  Lords, 
we  fhould  not  have  had  India  to  govern. 
The  noble  Earl  (Sandwich)  has  given 
your  Lordfhips  a  long  account  of  enor-; 
mities  committed  in  India,  but  he  has 
totally  omitted  to  ftate  to  your  Lordfhips, 
,  the  dates  of  the  fcveral  tranfaftions  he  has 
mentioned.  He  tells  you,  my  Lords,  that 
Mr.  Railings,  whofe  name,  by  the  by, 
the  noble  Lord  did  not  mention,  though 
he  profelfed  to  have  a  high  opinion  of 
him ;  but  he  tells  you,  my  Lords,  that 
Air.  Haftings  appointed  an  old  woman  to 
])c  the  guardian  of  the  perfon  of  the  Na- 
\>ob  of  Bengal,  during  his  minority  ;  and 
this  is  reprefented  as  a  ftrange  a£t  of  abfur- 
dity,  or  fomething  worfe.  But,  my  Lords, 
Mr.  Haftings  affigned  good  and  fufficient 

reafons, 
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reafons  for  his  choice.  If  a  nature  of  rank 
had  been  appointed,  Mr.  Haftings  dreaded 
the  influence  it  would  give  him  in  Bengal. 
If  a  near  male  relation,  he  feared  for  the 
Nabob's  life.  The  Diret^ors  very  warmly 
approved  the  choice,  and  the  tranfaftion 
happened  in  1772.  Whenever  your  Lord- 
fhips  go  into  the  whole  of  Mr.  Hallings's 
Gonduft,  you  will  find  thofe  parts  which 
now  appear  reprehenfible,  very  different 
from  what  they  are  reprefented,  I  fpeak 
with  refpect  of  the  tranfa61:ions  in  another 
place  ;  but  furely  your  Lordiliips  mull  al- 
low, that  the  reports  of  the  Sele£t  Com- 
mittee carry  upon  the  very  face  of  them  v 
the  flrongeft  marks  of  partiality.  To 
criminate  Mr.  Haftings,  appears  the  fole 
end  of  each  report;  but,  my  Lords,  has 
his  conduct  been  fairly  reprefented  ?  I  wifh, 
on  fome  future  day,  to  fee  him  at  that  bar, 
when  I  am  fure  he  will  recover  from  your 
Lord  (hips  a  complete  acquittal  from  all  the 
charges  not  brought,  but  infinuated  againft 
him.  Look,  my  Lords,  to  the  great  ac- 
tions of  Mr.  Haftings,  and  thofe  who  fer- 
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ved  under  him.  My  Lords,  the  campaign 
in  Guzzerat,  the  capture  of  Ahmedabad 
and  Baffeen,  the  ftorm  of  SIndia's  camp, 
and  the  other  important  events  which 
have  occurred  during  the  Maratta  war, 
when  the  officer  of  Mr.  Haftings's  choice. 
General  Goddard,  commanded  the  Britifh 
army,  will  adorn  the  page  of  hiftory  in 
future  times.  The  feparate  army  formed 
by  Mr.  Haftings  to  attack  the  dominions 
of  Madajee  Scindia;  the  capture  of  the 
important,  and,  till  then,  impregnable  for- 
trefs  of  Gualior,  by  Colonel  Popham,  is 
an  event  worthy  to  be  recorded  to  the  lateft 
times.  My  Lords,  it  is  abfurd,  it  is  ridicu- 
lous to  fay  Mr.  Haftings  was  the  author  of 
the  Maratta  war.  It  began  at  Bombay : 
It  was  concluded  in  Bengal,  The  peace 
was  difapproved  of  at  home.  Mr.  Haftings 
was  inftirucled  to  feize  the  fitteft:  opportu- 
nity for  breaking  the  treaty.  The  noble 
Earl  in  the  green  ribband  has  faid  Mr. 
Haftings  called  the  Maratta  war  his  war. 
No,  my  Lords,  he  never  did ;  but  he 
conjured    Mr.  Francis  and  Mr.  Wheeler, 

as 


as  they  threw  the  refponfibllity  upon  hirrtj 
from  a  particular  period,  to  permit  him  to 
condu61:  it,  and  the  merit  of  the  peaee  is  all 
his  own.  The  merit  of  relieving  the  Car  - 
natic,  to  which  we  owe  the  prefervation  of 
India,  is  all  his  own.  Sir  Eyre  Coote  has 
confefled  it.  The  merit  of  inducing  the 
Nizam  to  remain  neuter,  and  of  purchaf- 
ing  the  march  of  Colonel  Pearfe's  army 
through  the  Maratta  country,  is  all  his 
own.  The  time  will  come,  when  thefe 
fervices  will  be  acknowledged.  When  your 
Lord  (hips  (hall  make  the  infurredion  of 
Benares,  or  the  (late  of  the  Vizier's  coun- 
try the  fubjed  of  enquiry,  Mn  Haf- 
tings*s  conduft  will  then  appear  in  a  very 
different  point  of  view;  allowances  will 
be  made  for  the  difficulties  with  which  the 
State  was  furroundcd.  We  were  the  fove- 
reigns  of  Benares,  and  Mr.  Haftings  had  a 
right  to  exa6l  military  fervice  from  the  Ze- 
mindar. Do  your  Lordfhips  mean,  that 
under  no  circumftances  military  fervice  is 
to  be  exafted  ?  If  fo,  your  empire  in  India 
may  be  (hort  indeed.*  On  fach  a  tenure, 
T  no 
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iivo  Zcmn^ar  in  India  ever  flood.  It  19 
in.  proof,  from  the  evidence  of  Captain 
Harper,  to  the  Seleft  Committee,  that 
Bui  want  Sing,  father  of  Cheyt  Sing,  al- 
ways furnifhed  his  quota  of  military  force 
to  his  Sovereign  in  time  of  war,  indepen- 
dent of  the  annual  revenue  he  paid — we 
became  the  Sovereign — we  had  a  right  to 
€xaft  military  fervice,  and  it  was  ftriclly 
confonant  to  the  conftitution  of  the  Mogul 
empire^  My  Lords,  if  I  view  Mr.  Haf- 
tings  as  a  financier,  how  much  reafon  (hall 
I  have  to  admire  his  conduft  ?  When  he 
arrived  in  Bengal  in  1772,  the  Company 
owed  upon  bond,  one  million  three  hun- 
dred thoufand  pounds :  this  debt  he  paid  off. 
I  refpe£l  the  memories  of  the  gentlemen 
who  were  fent  to  India  in  1774,  and  died 
there  ;  but  unfortunate  was  it  indeed  for 
this  country,  that  they  fo  very  early  differ- 
ed from  Mr.  Haflings,  and  carried  their 
diflferencies  to  fo  great  a  height  —  If  they 
had  not,  Bengal  would  have  been  the  firfl; 
Government  in  the  world.  Can  there, 
my  Lord?,  be  a  greater  proof  of  Mr.  Haf- 

tings's 
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tings*s  knowledge  of  the  revenues  of  Ben* 
gal  than  this  ?  That  he  has  aflually  increaf- 
ed  them  one  million  ftcrling,  and  preferred 
his  own  provinces  in  tranquillity,  though 
war  has  defolated  other  parts  of  India.  — 
Let  not  your  Lordihips  be  carried  away 
by  idle  declamation  —  examine  into  fadts, 
and  you  will  find  that  Bengal  is  in  a  flou- 
ri(hing  fitpation;  and  that,  perhaps,  no 
country  has  improved  fo  much  as  that  has 
done, "  iince  Mr.  Haftings  governed  it, 
though  he  came  there  only  two  years  after 
a  dellruftive  famine,  which  had  fvvept 
away  above  a  third  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Bengal.  Peace  is  now  completely  reftored 
—  retrenchments  in  expence  have  taken 
place  in  every  department ;  and  in  a  very 
few  years  our  fituation  in  India  will  be  more 
flourifhing  than  ever,  if  we  do  not  ruin 
that  country  by  the  meafures  adopted  in 
this.  I  know  no  man  but  Mr.  Haftings 
who  can  reduce  your  expences,  and  pay  off 
your  debts  in  India.  He  will  do  it,  I  am 
confident,  if  he  is  properly  and  conftantly 
fnpported  from  home  ;  and  therefore  I  can- 
T  2  ^  not 


not  approve  a  bill,  which  has  for  its  objeft 
the  removal  and  difgrace  of  fo  great  a  man, 
were  my  other  objections,  which  are  invin-^ 
cible,  done  awav. 

The  Earl  of  Derby  followed,  and  fup- 
ported  the  bill  upon  the  neceffity  there  was 
for  checking  the  public  delinquency  of  the 
fervants  of  the  Company  in  India.  He  ad^ 
duced  a  variety  of  letters  and  extracts  to 
prove  the  barbarity  that  had  been  exercifed 
in  that  country;  then  went  into  the  tranf- 
.aftions  of  Mr.  Haflings  with  Cheyt  Sing, 
whofe  conduct  he  highly  reprobated,  both 
ior  cruelty  and  breach  of  public  faith  to 
that  prince;  and  after  dwelling  for  a  confix 
derable  time  on  the  different  proceedings  of 
the  Councils  of  Bengal,  Madras,  and  Bom- 
bay, all  of  whom  he  charged  with  a  va- 
riety of  delinquency  at  different  periods, 
from  1763,  he  concluded  with  f;iying,  that 
he  favv  how  the  bill  was  to  go;  and  it  was 
an  appearance  which  in  his  mind  was  moft 
alarming  to  the  independence  of  Parlia- 
pient ;  for  without  referring  to  any  particu- 
lar 
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Jar  rumour,  and  without  mentioning  or 
alluding  to  the  name  of  any  Peer,  he  muft 
fay  that  the  circu-mftances  attending  that 
hill  flic  wed,  that  there  had  been  an  interfe-  ^ 
fence  of  a  moft  unconftltutional  kind.  What 
elfe  could  there  have  been,  when  they  favy 
that  after  members  had  pledged  themfelves 
in  the  moft  facred  and  unequivocal  manner 
to  the  fupport  of  this  bill,  they  (hould  now 
change  their  opinion  and  a6l  againft  it  ?  To 
what  could  fuch  condu6l  be  affigned,  but  an 
interference  which  their  Lordfhips  ought 
to  dread  more  than  any  calamity  that  could 
be  derived  from  the  operation  of  this  bill, 
admitting  even  that  its  operation  (hould  be 
as  Calamitous  as  it  was  ftated  to  be.  Better 
that  the  territories  of  India  (hould  for  ever 
be  loft  to  this  country,  than  that  an  inter^ 
pofition  (hould  exift  by  which  the  in- 
dependence of  this  Houfe  (hould  be  de- 
Itroyed. 

.  Lord  Camden  faid,  that  he  came  down 
unfolicited,  and  unconnected,  to  delives 
fiis  candid  and   independent  opinion  on  the 

bill. 
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t»lli'"'''He  declared  himfelf  an  enemy  to  its 
principle,  foi*  it  was  a  moft  violent  infringe- 
ment of  the  property  of  the  greateft  Com- 
pany in  the  world.   It  in  fafl  deprives  them 
-of  their" property;    for  though  under  the 
bill,  there  was  a  fpecioiis  appearance  of  the 
■property  being  preferved  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Company,  yet,  when  it  was  confidered  that 
that  property  was  to  be  put  in  truift ;  that 
it  wias  to  be  managed  by  others;  and  that 
thdfe  who  were  to  manage  it,  were  neither 
to  be  appointed  nor  controled  by  the  Pro- 
prietors, their  Lordfhips  would  believe  that 
it  was  in  fa£l  a  deprivation  of  property:  for 
if  a  Reward,   or  truftee  was  placed  in  the 
poffeffion  of  their  Lordfliips'  rents  and  rights, 
and  that  fteward  or   truftee  was  neither  to 
be  dependent  on, -hor' to  be  controled  by 
them,  Xvould  they  imagine  that  they  had 
any  atailable  property    in  their  eftates?    It 
was  the  quality  of  property   to  be  fubject 
only  to  the  owner.     It  changed  its  nature 
vvhen  he  loft    his    authority    over  it.     A 
perfon  who  had  delivered  his  property  over 
to  the  "hia'nagement   of  another  in  truft, 
.     '  ir/ight, 
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might,  indeed,  have  a  certain  annual  benefit 
from  it,  biit  he  was  not  the .  independent 
pofleflbr  of  his  own  property,  for  he  could 
not  convert  it  tp  his  own  ufes,  ^nqr  take 
any  advantage  from  it,  but  his  annual 
ftipend. 

This  bllh' therefore,  pronounced  either  a 
commiffion  of  bankruptcy,  or  of  lunacy  on 
the  Company.  It  pronounced  them  to  be 
either  unable,  from  want  of  property, 
to  proceed  in  their  trade,  or  from 
want  of  mental  capacity.  The  only  argu- 
ment for  this  violent  meafure  was,  that  of 
neceffity;  a  plea  which  had  been  ufed  by 
every  Minifter, .  good  and  bad,  ^  and  alfo  by 
every  King  for  the  woril  and  moft  atrocious 
ads  that  were  ever  perpetrated.  Neceffity 
was  one  of  thofe  vague  terms  which 
might  always  be  ufed  with  or  without  mean- 
ing ;  but  in  this  cafe  nothing  could  be  ad- 
mitted as  an  argument,  but  a  great  State 
neceffity.  Did  fuch  a  neceffuy  cxift  ?  He 
believed  not;  or  at  leaft  it  did  not  appear 
on  the  face  of  their  proceedings,  or  on  any 

of 
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of  the  grounds  which  had  been  exhibited* 
The  Company  were  not  proved  to  be  in  a 
bankrupt  ftate.    They  had  produced  a  ftate- 
ment  of  their  finances.     They  had  (hewn 
that  by  the  calamities  of  war  they  had  fuf- 
fered  a  lofs  of  fever al  millions,  in  confe- 
quence  of  exertions  which  operated  to  the 
advantage   of   this  country.     They    had 
fhewn    that     their    embarraflfments    were' 
merely  temporary ;  their  creditors  were  not 
clamorous;  their   circumftances    were    not 
defperate.     Nothing  was  more  common  in 
the  contingencies  of  a  merchant's  fortune, 
than  that  in  a  hard  run  upon  his  credit,  he 
Ihould  call  together  his  friends,  expofe  his 
circumftances,  and  when  his  creditors  found 
that  his  bottom    was  good,    to  give    him 
time,  and   rank  him  in  the  fame  folid  efti- 
mation   as   before.     This  was  exa£lly  the 
Company's   cafe.     They    wanted    nothing 
but  indulgence  for  a  (hort  time;  they  ex^^^ 
pofed  their  books  to  Government  for  the 
purpofe  of  convincing  them  that  their  credit  '* 
was  good;  aud  no  neceflity  appeared  that 
jiiftified  the  violent  infringement  attempted 
by  this  bill. 

Did 
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Did  there   a   neccffity  exift  of  another 
kind  ?   Were  the  prefent  conductors  of  the 
Company's  affairs   incapable  of  managing 
them  ?  He  faid,  they  were  not  proved  by 
any  evidence  that  he  had  feen  to  be  incapa- 
ble.    Nothing  had  even   been  imputed  of 
blame  to  the  Court  of  Diredors.     They 
were  acknowledged  to  have  written  their 
difpatches  with  the  moft  fenfible  policy; 
and  to  have  ftudied,  purfued,  and  accora- 
plifhed  the  real  interefts  of  the  Company. 
But   certain   abuies  were  mjsntloned,   and 
the  condud  of  Mr.  Haftings  was  brought 
forward,  to  prove  how  (hamefully  the  af- 
fairs of  the  Company  had  been  adminifter- 
cd  in  India.      Without  entering  into  tlie 
^ueftion    of  Mr.  Haftings,  who   was,  by 
the  bye,  the  foul  of  our  fuccefs  in  India, 
he  afked,  if,  when  Government  interfered, 
they  had  been  able  to  punifli  guilt  more 
than  tlie  Court  of  Diredors  ?   He  iniianced 
the  cafe  of  the  perfons  conyi<9:ed  for  the        ^ 
treatment   of  I^ord  Pigot.      When  jhofe 
men  came  into  the  court  to  receive  judg- 
ment, they  came  with  their  pocket  books 
foil  of  bank  notes,  and  propofed  with  as 
U  much 
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^  much  facility  to  pay  2o,oool.  as  they  paid 
loool.  Was  this  the  inftance  hy  which 
the  officers  in  India  were  to  be  tauj^ht,  that 
they  were  not  to  commit  crimes  with  im- 
punltj'^  ?  It  was  idle  to  talk  of  the  guilt  of 
the  Court  of  Directors  in  fuch  inftances  as 
thefe,  when  Government  had,  in  faft,  giv- 
en their  countenance  to  every  meafure  of 
the  Directors  for  many  years  paft.  Give  the 
Court  of  Direftcrs  the  power  that  is  given  by 
this  bill  to  the  feven  new  Direftors,  and 
try  if  then  they  will  not  be  able  to  regulate 
the  affairs  of  the  Company  in  India.  Free 
them  from  the  controul  of  the  Proprietary, 
and  fubject  their  difpatches  to  the  perufal 
of  Miniflers,  and  you  will  not  be  oppofed 
by  all  men,  as  adding  the  part  of  violators 
and  deftroyers  of  rights  fecured  by  charters. 
In  no  part  of  this  whole  bufinefs  did  there 
appear  any  other  neceflity  for  the  bill,  but 
the  neceffity  that  Minifters  muft  keep  their 
places.  This  was  the  only  neceflity  which 
appeared  ;  and  that  that  was  the  only  necef- 
fity which  had  given  rife  to  the  bill,  appear- 
ed from  one  claufe  of  it — -that  which  gave 
the  Minifter  the  power  pf  appointing  to 

every 
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cvclt-y  office  in  India,  great  and  fmall. 
The  influence  of  the  Crown  had  been  cur- 
tailed by  ciertain  bills,  arid  they  required 
this  bill  to  fupply  the  place  of  thofe  a£ts 
which  diminifhed  the  influence  —  arid,  in- 
deed, it  did  it  in  a  liiofl:  ample  manner.  He 
called  the  Houfe  to  remember  what  pains, 
what  efforts  they  had  lifed  to  gain  thofe 
points ;  and  were  they  now  to  pafs  a  bill 
which  granted  more  patronage  than  was 
pofleffed  by  almofl:  any  potentate  in  Eu- 
rope ?  He  fpoke  of  the  Marquis  of  Rock- 
ing*s  fteady  perfeverance  to  the  end  in  the 
dodrines  of  Whiggifm,  and  lamented  that 
fome  of  thofe  who  called  themfelves  his 
friends,  (hould  now  favour  a  fyftem  fo 
inimical  to  that  fyftem  which  it  had  been 
the  labour  and  end  of  that  great  man's  life 
to  eftablifli. 

Earl  Fitzwilliarti  entered  at  coniiderable 
length  into  the  arguments  for  the  bill,  and 
to  (hew  that  the  Company's  finances  were 
indeed  fuch  as  to  call  for  the  immediate  in- 
terference of  Parliament ;  he  enumerated  a 
variety  of  objedions  to  tha  ftatement  of 
U  z  their 
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tJieir  Jtffairs,  pointing  out?  the  fallacies  oT 
their  account,  and  (hewing  that  they  were 
not  only  in  great  arid  urgent  neceiStics, 
but  that,  without  the  preferrt  raterpofitron, 
they  muft  be  precipitated  to  ruin.  He  re- 
ferred to  what  the  noble  Lord  had  fald  of 
the  principles  and  purity  of  the  Marquis  of 
Rockingham.  He  paid  him  the  warmeft 
compliments.  Yes,  that  noble  Lord  was 
always  agalnft  the  unneceflary  and  corrupt 
influence  of  the  Crown.  He  had  conftant- 
ly  been  for  the  diminution  of  the  power  of 
corruption;  but  was  he  an  enemy  to 
dable  and  permanent  government?  Na 
IS  he  wlfhed  for  order,  for  regulation, 
for  peace,  and  »ll  the  comforts  of  a  go- 
vernment foundly  adrpipiftered,  he  wiflied 
to  fee  Adminiftratlon  fupported  by  fair, 
public,  and  refponfible  influence.  If  that 
noble  Marquis  had  perceived  the  fort  of 
influence  wfhtch  was  now  but  too  apparent, 
he  would  have  condemned  it  with  more 
energy,  with  more  determination,  and  conp 
iidered  It  with  piore  aUrw  than  he  could 
exprefs  in  words.  His  mind,  filled  and 
adtuated  by  the  motives  of  Whlgglfm, 
would  ill  brook  to  fee  a  dark  and  fecret  in- 
fluence 
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fllience  exerting  Itfelf  agalnft  the  indepen- 
dence of  Parliament,  and  the  authority  of 
Minifters. 

Lord  King  fpoke  againft  the  bill,  and 
with  confiderable  heat  demanded,  if,  as  it 
was  faid,  that  certain  Peers  were  influenced 
by  fecret  and  unavowed  means,  he  was 
ranked  among  the  number*  He  dared  any 
man  to  fay  that  he  was  dl£lated  to  in  his 
opinion  on  this  or  upon  any  other  occafion. 

Lord  Gage  fupported  the  bill  on  the 
fame  independent  ground.  He  had  connec- 
tions with  no  Minifters.  He  had  received 
favours  from  nore  fince  the  days  of  his 
friend  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle. 

The  Eafl  of  Radnor  oppofed  the  bill  as 
a  moft  violent  infringement  on  the  liberties 
of  the  Company,  and,  with  theirs,  on  the 
liberties  of  the  people. 

The  Bi(hop  of  Salifbury  faid,  that  if  IVfi- 
nifters  would  fay  that  in  the  Committee, 
fome  claufes  to  which   he  objeftcd  would 
b$  expunged,  he  would  vote  for  the  com- 
mitment. 
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mitment.  He  mentioned  what  thofe  claiifcs 
were.  He  thought  the  principle  of  the  bill 
a  good  one. 

The  Earl  of  Carlifle  faidi  that  on  the' 
queftion  of  commitment  it  was  impoffible 
to  fay  what  the  Committee  would  do. 

The  Earl  of  Coventry  then  moved,  that 
the  bill  be  rejected. 

'  Some  converfation  occurred  on  an  ex- 
preffion  thrown  out  by  Earl  Fitzwllliam 
in  the  precedmg  debate,  which  being  fatif- 
fadorily  explained,  the  queftion  was  puf, 
and  the  bill  rejedled  without  a  fecond  df- 
viiion. 

The  following  is  an  accurate  LIST  of 
the  Divifion  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  on 
Monday  laft ;  and  alfo  of  the  Divifion 
on  Wednefday : 

Monday,  December  15. 

HOUSE  of  LORDS  on  the  India 
Bill,  it  was  moved  to  adjourn. 
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